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as with the 


Our affections are one: and ſo in a gr 
meaſure have been our afflictions alſo. 
Lou cannot forget that in the year Hately 
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with the rod, and in one year, cut off from 
it the root, and the branch. the tender 
mother, and the only What the ef⸗ 
fects of łhoſe ſtrok „or rather r of my- 
own unmortified paſſions were, I have 

' Felt, and you and others have heard. 
_ Surely I was: a;bullock . eee 
"the „oke; . yea, I may ſay with them, 

Lam. 9, 20 Remembering, mine 
" alittion and my miſery, „the wormwood 
and the gall, y ſoul hath them fill in 
mh remembrance, wer is humbled 1 in me. 
I dare not ſay, that ever I felt my heart | 


W 


„ 11 dly riſing and ſwelling i; gau 
| - God; no, I could fin juilify nin wh4 


0088 ſt ſenſibly ſmarted by 
48 tad ph nged me into a ſea. 
Han” Nn me in {hos 45 5 
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8 „ Was ene 
ſorrow for 


3 now v that you travail again wit 
ies death, O deſire not to be 
x your: ſorrow! one moment 
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j O. th at by theſe things our own deat 
. mig ht be both more familiar and and ez ly 
| 80 07. the oftener it viſits us, the better 
we ſhould'be acquainted with it; and the 
more of our beloved relations it removes 
before us, the leſs of either ſnares or EN» 
1 remains watt us N nels turn 
mes. 145 | 
My dear friends, my y fleſh and m 
1 beſeech you, for rel. ion's e or 705 
own ſake, and for my fake, whoſe comfort 
is in great part Wound up in your pro- 


* 


ſperity and welfare, that you read fre 
| Nang: ponder ſeriouſſy, and apply be- 
evingly, theſe ſeripture conſolations 
and directions, which in ſome haſte, I have 
gathered for your uſe; and che God of 
all conſolation be with vou, Ts 
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vo * aboye eh ſtroke 0 f paſſc ons, is a 
condition equal to angels! to be in a 


f fate of forrow, without the fenſe of ſorrow, 
ba diſpoſition beneath beaſts : ,but duly to 
- WW regulate our ſorrows, and bound our paſſions 
under the rod, is the wiſdom, duty and excel - 
lency of a Chriſtian, | He who is without na- 
« W tural iffe&ions, is 'deſervedly ranked amo 
te worſt of Heathens; and he who is able 
_ {MW rightly to manage them, deſerves to be num- 
* Wh bered with the beſt of Chriſtians. Tho when 
ve are ſanctified, we put on the divine nature; 
{ yet till we are glorified, we put not off the in- 
7 Armiries of our human nature. +} 
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2 e Text . p 


wie cannot be without the danger, nor ought 
not to be without the fear of fin; and it is as 
hard for us to eſeape fin, being i in adverſity, at 


both of reaſon and religion under a ſharp af- 
fliction, appears in moſt men's experience, ſq 


ſorrow, Chriſt puts a ſtop in the text: © He ſaw 


Whilſt we are within the reach of troubles, 


to. be calm in proſperity. 
How apt are we to SORE" the bes 


in this woman's example, to whoſe exceſſive 


hers and had compaſion on her, and ſaid to her, 
eep not.” 

The lamentations ds aciling-of this. dife 
trefſed mother, moved the tender compaſſions 
of the Lord in beholding them, and ſtirred up 
22 pity in his heart for her, than could be 

her heart for herdear and only ſon :. 

Ja the words we are to conſider, both the 
condition of the woman, and the counſel * 
Chriſt with reſpect unto· it. 7 
Fir, The condition of this women: which 
appears to be very dolorous and diſtreſſed, her il 
groans and tears moved and melted the very 


heart of Chriſt, to hear and behold them: 


"be When he ſaw her, be had nenen on 

1 
How ſad an 1 hour it was n her when 
Chriſt met her, appears by what is ſo diſtia- 
dy marked by the Evangeliſt in ver. 1 a, where 
it is ſaid, ** Now when they came nigh to the 
gate of the city, behold there was a dead man 
carried out, the — ſon of his macher 1 

[18 
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2 


ere with her. 

la this one vorſe, divers heare-piereing cir- 

cumftances of this affliction are noted. LY 
_ Firſt; lt was the death of a ſon . Fo buy 

a child, any child, muſt needs rend the heart 


S © mg. 


7 


parent made up in another fein. 

But to lay a ſon in the grave, 2 fon een 
tinues the name, fupports the family ; this way: 
ever accounted a very great affliction- 

- Secondly, This fon was not carried from the. 
ns MW cradle to the coffin, nor {tyipr out of its fath-" 
p WH jag to be wrapt in his winding-cloth © had he 
xe died in infancy, bafor“ he had engaged affec- 
tion, or raiſed expectation, the af: ion had 


'S avs! 


ze WF not been fo pungent and cutting, 36 now it 
of was: Death this ſon in the flower and 
prime of his time. He was a man (ſaith the 
ch Evangeliſt) ver. 12 4 young man, (as Chriſt 
er calls him) ver- 14 he was now arrived at 
chat age -which made him capable of yielding 
* his mother all that comfort which nad been 
the expectation and hope of many years, and 
N 2 1 12 bond . — 
. e maximum — be filiorun 

e leſs,” Gr xc. Comic. 

n 17 In adoleſcentia defunktus font, idee plus 1 
d lendum fuerat quia in flore ætatis ſux fuit, 2 cum 
bs grandi labore ac ſollicitudine parentum 2d iſtum 


*tatem perductus.” Dion. Cath in loc. 


- 


ef a tender parent; for what are children bur 
tbe parents mukiplied ? A child is a part of the 5 


ſhe was a widow, an} much people of de ei 3 


n n 
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= The Tet Opencd, > $5 
the reward and fruit af many carevand Aber: 
yet then when the endearments were greateſt 
and her hopes bigheſt,. even in that flower of 
his age, he is cut fl. 

Thus Baſit bewailed the death of: his 247 
. *] once had a ſon who was a young man 
my only ſucceſſor, the ſolace of my age, the 
glory o his kind, the prop of my family, 
arrived to the endearing. age; then was he 
ſaatcht from me by death, whoſe lovely voice 
but a little before I heard, who. lately was A 
pleaſant ſpectacle to his parents.” 

Reader, if this had been thine own condi· 
tion, as it hath been his who writes it, I need 
ſay no more to convin thee, that it was a 
ſorrowful ſtate indeed: Ch tit met this tender 
mother in A 39 

9 hirdly, And which is yet more, $a, was not 
only a ſon, but an only ſon, F So_ you find in 
verſe. 12 He was the only ſon of his mother. 

One in whom all her hopes and comforts of 
that an were have 17 5 Fs A in 1 


r 


d J * 1 4 4 
: 3 8 2 2 r 4 
— * — * * * * 2 * 5 9 wk — * 3 s * 
> 7 * 0 8 . * Ds . «4 8 * 9 * 


6 8 * 


folstum 8 gien generis, flos cqualium, 
fulcrum domus ætatem gratiofiſſimam agebat, hie 
roptus perit qui paulo ante jucundam vocem dabat, ; 
.& ijncundiſimum ſpeQueulum en Stalls erat.” a 


1 ak Mortem leaving toleraret G6 non unicus toifet x Y 
fic alter N een dolotem leniret e let 
an . 30 . 
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The Text Opene 3 


b flat chari aura parentis Virgil. An her 
affections were contracted into this one effect. 
If we have never ſo many children, we know 
rot which of them to fpare. & If they ſtand 
Fke olive plants about our table, it would 
grieve us to fee the leaſt twig among them 
broken down, Bur ſurely che death of one 5 
out of many, is much more tolerable, than of | 
all wwe 7 1 
: Hence it is noted in ſcripture | as the great- | 
ect of earthly ſorro ws, Jer, vi. 26, „O daugh- 
reer of my people, gird thee with fackcloth, a 
wallow thyſelf'in afhes.” Make thee mourning 
as for an only ſon, moſt bitter lamentation. 
Tea fo deep and penetrating is this. grief, that: | 
the holy Ghoft borrows it ro expreſs the So *Y 
eſt 2 715 0 troubles by it. Tech. Xii. | 
ſhall mourn for him, (namely Ebrüt 
whom "hey pierced) as one mourneth for alk: 
only fon.” 
Fourthly, + And 14 to neidiep the Ac 
tions, it is dopenaddes, ver. 1a, And ſhe was a. 
widow.. So that the ſtaff of her age on Whom: 
the leaned, 1 was: broken, ho had nom none 
111 leit 5 


55 + aw 25 7 * 
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N Nibil Charius vnice flip: & * ran : 
”m_ Ee GRO” Carth.' in loc. 
. Dopllei 8 etfariffic 4 it PLES te | 
eſſet unigenitus tum quod Ea ſolatium et t 
baculus viduitatis. ile. in de. | | 


- 


leſt to * or aſt her in; v hee 2 
comfortleſs ſtate of widowhood: which is 4 
eonditoion not only void of comfort, but en- 
7 * Polen, to oppreſſion and contempt. | _ 
Yea, and being a widow, the whole bang 
lay. upon her alone: She had not an huſband 
to comfort her, as Elkanab did Hannah in 
1 Sam. i. 8, © Why weepeſt thou, and why 1 is. 
thy heart grieved, am not I more to thee than 
ten ſons?” This would: have been a. great re- 
lief, but her huſband was dead as well as her 
ſon; both gone, and ſhe only ſurviving to la- 
ment the loſs of thoſe .comforts, that once ſhe 
had, Her calamities come not ſingle, but one 
after another, and this ſeviving and aggrava- 
ting the former: this was her caſe gas: co 
dition when the Lord met her.. 
98 Let us conſider the council which Chriſt 
gives her, with reſpect to this her ſad and ſor- 
rowful caſe. © And when the Lord ſaw her, 
he had compaſſien on her, and ſaid unto her, 
- Weep not.“ Relieving and Topporting "NG | 
; = e we mo conlider, _ K IV, 
13 1 0 Occaſion. „ 
Motive. 
Counſel itſelf. 


8 The occaſion of it, and that was his ſees 
ing of her. This meeting at the gate of the 
_ city, how accidental. and occaſional, ſoever it 
ſeems, yet without doubt it was providentially 
ſuited to the work intended to be wrought. 
2 he: eye of bis emniſcience forſaw her, " ns 


os 


11 
a w , 75 


pon the young man. 
creatures. And 8 he he now in heaver 
not; yet he ſees us; anc 
moves his bowels for us. 


E The motive ſtirring. him by to give ribs 
- relieving and comfortable counſel to 1 5 Was 


1 


© 0 0 09 4 %Y. 4 atm ee 
© "A . 0 . 2 8 2 


Pity. was, the Lord toward her, that he pr 125 
vents her with unexpected conſolation :. 
heart was nothing ſo full of compaſſion 4 
her ſon, as "Chriſt was for her: He bore. our 
en even natural as well as * ones 
in the days of his fleſh; and theug h he be 
now exalted to the higheſt Herre = fill he 
continues as merciful as ever, and is agt to be 
; Wl touched wich the {eaſe of, our ATR Heb. | 
Iv. Mts: 17. 

| 7 The and 

in fulfilling the office of. a comforter.to them 
that mourn, whereunto;he was andinted. Ia. 
1xi, 1, 2, 3. Vet the words are not an abſolute 


R 


7 : 


condemn all mourning as finful, or alf Ip 
N 0 ar for dead relations as uncomely. 

would 90k, haye his people ſtupid 
7 Nag 3 he 


and EXTEAVARAOEFS,DL 


» vv» VS W- 


of on ke! for Wan Li 


. — 4 + 


Ks. 


be J EE 
geeting. was. by. him 3 an o. 
786 of that famous miracle, which he wrought 
hriſt hath. a- jou ar] 
eye to diſcern poor mourning and diſconſolate 


and ſtands out of our "ng ſo that we ſee bim 15 
his eye (which i 18 ug- 
on all our troubles); ſtill affects. 1 heart, and 


his own compaſſion. She neither, expected 2 
nor deſired it from him 3. but ſo full of. ten ter\ Fo of 


1:jtſel, weep not, heres ff 


prohibition of rears and ſorrow, he doth.nar | 


N the excel „„ 3 
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The Text Opened. 1 
that it ſhould not be ſuch a mourning for the 
dead as is found among the heathen, who: ſor- 
tom without meaſure, becauſe wichout hope, 
being ignorane of that grand relief, by the te- 
furre&ion which the gofpel reveals. 


" 7 


— 


The refurrection of her ſon fro the dead, 
is the ground upon which Chriſt builds her 
confolation” and relief. Well might be fay, 
Weep hot, when he intended quickly to re- 
move the cauſe of her tears by reſtoring him 


rr 
Nov though there be fomewhat in this caſe 
used aid peculiar: For few or none 
that carry their dead children to the grave, 
may expect to receive them again from the 
dead, immediately by a fpecial refurrection, as 
the did: I fay, This is not to be enpected by 
any that now loſs their relations: The oc- 
cafions and reafons of ſuch miraculous ſpeciab 
reſurrections being removed, 'by' a ſufficient 
and, full evidence and confirmation of Chriſt's 
divine power and Godhead, yet thofe that now . 
bury their relations, if they be ſuch as die in 
Chriſt, have as good and ſufficient reaſon to 
moderate their paffions, as this movrner had, 
ard do ay truly come within the reach and 
compaſs of this Chriſt's eomfortable and ſup- 
porting eounſri, Weep not, as fhe did: for do 
bar conficer what, of ſppport or comfort, enn 
4 Particular, and preſemt re furrection from the 
dead give us, more than that it is, and as it is 
2 fpecimen, handſel or pledge of the general 
reſutrection ? It is not the returning of che ſbul 


W 


wiles beit 15 e. an animal 

world of ſin and forrpw,.. and.ſhortly after to 
undergo the agonies; and pajns of death, againg» 
that. is. im itſelf any ſuch privilege, as max. afford 
much comfort to the perſon Failed... os: his re- 
lations. It is no privilege tothe perſon raiſed, 
for it returns him from reſt to trouble, from. 


matter of trouble to many dying ſains, to hear; 
of the likelihood of cheir returning agair 10 
they are got ſo, nigh to heaven *. 
It was once the caſe of a godly; miniſter;c 
this, nation, Who was much rronhed, at his ter 
turn, and ſaid, I am like a ſheep: driven out 
of the ſtorm almoſt to the fold, and then driven 
back i into the ſto | agkin >: Oc a, weary travel 
ler that! 1s; come near his pome, and then muſtt! 
go. back to fetch ſomewhat he had bnd 
or an apprentice whoſe time is almoſt exp + 
and then muſt, begin A/NEW-CETTN... - % 
But to die, and then, return again fronkthen 


hath not yet felt the agonies and laſt ſtruggle 
or pangs, ot death, but ſuch. havr felt chend 
once, and muſt feel them again tl ey mt 
die twice, before they can be happy onbe ;; ang 
beſides, during the little time they ſpend on 
earth, betwixt the firſt and ſecond diſſblution, 
there is 4 


perfect prartritorum oblivio, forget 
folneſs. and inſenſible neſs o 78 that which they. 
ſaw or enjoyed in their 


re of ſeperation: 
«; being ee TR! Tor un 


tal if age ia in 1 


— 


and others, 
„ i 


a the. harbour back again into the Ocean. It is 3 1-20 ö 


dead, bath. leſs of privileges, chan to return 15 
only from the brink of the grave: for the fickt 


tat 1e ſhould be; fo K ( themſelves it {is neeefs) | 
fary that they may be content to libe and en 
dure the time of ſeperation from that bleſſed 
and ineffable ſtate®, quierly and patiently and 
for others that they may live by faith, and not 
by ſenſe, and build upon divine abd not * — 
man authority: and report. 55 
So that here ydu ſee, their agobits and pant 
are ddubled; and yet their life not ſweetened 
by any ſenſe of their happineſs, which returns 
and remains with them, and thert fore ir can 
be no ſuch privilege to them. 

And for their relations, though it be fone 
comfort to receive them again from the dead, 
yet the conſideration, that they are returned 

to them in the ſlermy ſea, to partake 'of new 
Wee and troubles, from which they were 
lately free; and in a ſhort time they muſt part 
with them again, and feel the double ſorrows 
of a parting pull, Which others feel but onee, 
ſorely ſuch a particular reſurrection conſidered 
im itlelf, is no ſuch ground of comfort as "at 
firſt we might imagine it to bee. 

It remains then, that the ground of an ſolid! 
comfort and relief againſt the death of our re- 
| lations, lies in the general and laſt reſurrection 
| F and whit is = a een one, is IE as it 
4 4 244 7 AS : 3 ") "were 


37 


» 3 . 1 » 1 . I . . 5 „ 1 1 —_ 
1 . 4 [4 * « 5 
2 : CELLS PA . N 
* ö * * 1 1 8 
. — A tha — * * 9 cy = *. = þ 1 
Ds * + * 4 [4 : %s 1 . * 2 0 5 Y 5 72 * * wa 4 by pes : 4 ; oa: #14 Y . 2 lth _— * 4 1 6 
* 7 yh vas 


4 . Quroſque di celunt ut vivere deren. 
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17 7 In 40 future — iutve were 
1 yu I's _O v. 4 ot. | 


were a 8 2 be of the: general: 
and there the A poſtle places gur relief. 7 eſe 
iv. 17. That we ſhall ſee and 1 60 them a- 


gain at the Lord's coming, and ſutely 
more, than if with his mother (in the te 


ſhould preſently receive them from:the'deag, 


it is becauſe our hearts are carnal, 
things rather by time and haue 
and eternity. 


than 


Chriſtian mourners with hers, the difference | 


being but ingen and of little advyan- | 
ug 


is carrying to the grave; yet Chriſt commands 


ne 85 


afflicting circumſtances and en 
ever do meet together in their death. 


men T0 exceed in their ſorrows for dead rela- 
tions *, and both of the one and, other, we may 
ſay as they ſay of waters, it 54; "a to confine 
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as ſhe did her ſon. And if wWe Rings? not ſo, 
od meaſure 
by Rin | 


| Thus you ſee the counſel, vith its ground, 4 
which for the moſt Patt is common to other = 


the penſive mother ot do mu Hence we 
De. That Chi ought to moderate their 
ſorrows. for their dead. relations, how maux 


It is as common with. men, yea, with good 2 
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Here then 7 you find many e of 4: 
forraw. meeting together; a ſon, an-only; op, 
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grave advice which the Ic 1 this 
aſe} 4 Cor; vn. 20, J 46 — 6 chi 1 I's 
"brethren," the time is mort, it remainerh; tliat 
both they: that have wives, be as though "they 
ſad none ; and they that weep, as. though the) 
«wept not; and thoſe that rejoice, as though 
they rejoiced not.“ As if he had Taid, th 
ö cg world is gear is port, G God hath Tots 
'frafted the Tails ' of man's life; 1 wo but a 
point of time we have to live, aud thortly it 
wilt not be a point to chooſt, Whether we had 
wives or not; children or not. All theſe are 
Stime eaten things, and before the expecte 
fruit of theſe” comforts be ripe, weourſelves 
may be rotten. It is therefore an igt 
of Ido to look upoh things which” ſhort] 
» Vill not (be, as if already they were not, am 
to behave. ourſelves in the Joſh of theſe ns 
' enjoyments,' as the natural man behaves | him- 
2 in the uſe of ſpiritual ordinances z he heats 
if he) heard! nor, and we in Th6wld weep as if 


"9 ve wept not: theit hearts are à little moved 


ſometimes by ſpiritual things bite: they never 
lay them ſo to heart) as to be bröken hearted 
"for" the fin they hear of or deeply affected with 
the glory revealed we alfo bught” to de ſenn⸗ 
ſible of the ſtreke of God upon Saen Gel rela- 
tions: but yet ſtill we mult weep, us if we 
| wept not; that is, we muſt keep due bounds 
and moderation in our b and * be too 


Rn 


MIS ns for theſe * thor-lived 
things. M7 og of 

'To this mrpoſc.cha..Apakincenhortss Heb: | 
xii, F. My ſon, deſpiſe not the chaſtening of | 
the FRE neither faint when thou art rebuked 
of him.“ Theſe are two extremes, deſpiſing 
and ia when Gad is Torrefting;j9ilays1 


if my eſlate muſt go let ig if m] Shi en 
die let them die this. is co deſpiſe, the Lord's 
ehaſteniag; and God ERA ir, chat WE | 
ſnould bear it Bus- ligüiti 4, oo rp 
There is alſo another extreme, and chars \ 7-3 
fainting g:if when goods: are; taken away/the | | 
heart be taken away, and when children, dis, 
ihon the ſpirit of the parents: dies alſo hi 
fainting under the rud. Thou lam c 
(faith Seneca) thy deceaſed friend;; hut would 
not have: hee r 
that they ſhouldeſt not grieve at all, 19 
not require thee; - tears may'i:be.; excuſes! 1 75 | 
they. do rot exceed; tet thinei eyes tetaſox 


2 leren r Men ue thou _ 
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i wpon 
_ fill 3 po of himſelf, uh 
rags Lage — of, | 7 ett vd; 
oW method: in which: 1 | prope ee e 
ceed ſhall: benz 1 v7 by 10 * 9167601 
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2. To diſſuade from the fin: 
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do not regard: it, let God takte all if he WII 4 


be neither: wholly: dry; not yet let chem qver- 5 


js 1; the mt A; x: #4 'F 4] $1" 1 en 0 2 | 
' it 3; To remove the pleas. . 14 85 1 

14. {TY propoſe FO EO e 
e e 11 If: TT 5 

(FFP. L hall gi eos your bi bank of 1 

| kate ſbrröw, and ſhe oof nem when it exceeds irs 

| bounds, and becomes finful, eveb a forrow eo 


De forrowed for; and for clearneſs;fake, Iwill 


firſt: allow what may be allowed tothe Chriſtir 

ah mourner, and then you: will the better dil 

cern wherein the exceſs An Anſulneſi of your 

worre lies. ie ee eee C4687 S198} © 

And, (1.) How much Genes) we cenfure and 

condemn immoderate ſorrow, yet the afflicted 

Mvſt be allowed and tte ant a tender 
ſenſe of the Lord's afflicting hand upon them. 
It is no virtue to bear what we do not feel, 
Lea, it is e et a- N to 
tremble. when God is ſmiting. 

The Lord ſaith to Moſes, in rs caſe.of Ni- 
diem, Num. sii« a6. If her father had ſpit 
in her face, ſhould: the not be aſhamed ſeven 
days? The face is the table and ſeat of beau» 

__ xy and honour, but when it is ſpic upon, it is | 
made the ſink of ſhame. / Had her on father 
ſpit upon her face, when ſhe had diſpleafed him, 

would. ſhe not have gone aſide as one aſhamed 
by ſuch a rebuke, and not have ſhewed her 
face to him again in ſeven days? How much 
more ſhould ſhe take it to heart, and be ſen» 
Hye of this re . NOM e who =__ ay | 


pleaſure. Sack her? Surely. God. mill be a. 
ſhamed of thoſe,' _ are not aſham. ben 
he rebukes them. 4p hl es 
It is not magoanimity,; wt tur odio ae 
light of God's correction. ou Þ 2 this the a- 
| lifted are ſmartly taxed, Jer. v, 3. 71 2 
ſmitten them, but they have not grievad. “ 
When God ſmote Job in his-perfon, 4 
and eſtate, he aroſe and rent his mantle, ana pue 
duſt upon his head, to ſhew he was nat ſenſe- 
leſs and unaffected, and yer, bleſſed the alice 
ing God, which as plainly * 5 was: 0 5 
contumacious and unſubmiſſive. $71 Ris 
Secondly, We mult allow. the were rning 2. 
flifted ſoul, a due and comely expre 
grief and ſorrow, i in h complains bot 9% C 
and men. VVT 
Irie whch more hecurnida FI Chiriſtian;le» . 
2 to open his eren; than ſulleniy to 
ther them. b. There i no fin in complain- 


ing to God, but mueh wickedneſs. —— 


1 of him. Griefs are eaſed by igrpans ; "oY | 
heart preſſures relieved by ace en | 1 | 
was David's courſe; and conſtant) wi be 
was a man of affliction, Pſalms exliic 2 3 „„ 
poured: out tay complaiat before him 4 r 
ed before hit my trouble, hen my-f{piri me 3 
overwhelmed within e then thou [knowelt |! 
Wy.path.”.. SGH Sis i 8 

To whom ſhould: children; go b ut 
father warns wur ee 


. * w 
/ 8 2 : 


vibeſt 3 comfort butifromhim? The 
102 Pſalm is entitled, A pfalm ſor the afflict 
edjwben he is overwhelmed;: and pdurvtſv'oue 
his complaint before the Lord.. 
nd happy were it, if every afflicted ſoul 
woutd chuſe this way to expreſs his ſorrows| 
Did: we complain more to God, God Would 
complain leſs of us, and quickly abate : che 
matters of our complaint,” O you cannot © 
. mov ing, how melting, how prevails 
ing it is wich God, when his poor burdened. 
aber aMiQed people, in a day of diſtreſs and 
deſpondency, when deep calleth unte derpi 
and one wave drives another, then for che op- 
N foul with humility, filial eonfideſfee and 
alth) to turn itſelf to the Lord, and chor bn 
. bim. „ EET N 
£ Father, what mall 1 do? My fouls e 

an ly bowed down: by: trouble, I 5 full to the 
10 btim my vaio heart hath looked for relief 
- *:thig-way 'andi that way, but none comes, eu- 
6: ery; door: of comfort is ſniut up againſt mel 
Thou haſt multiplied my forrows, and re. 
ewe chy witzeſb againſt me à comfort ig:res. 
e moved from: my outward; and peace from 
my igner-mant Sharp afflictions- without, 
und bitter reffections within; O Lord I 
zseppreſſed, undertake for mne. Fathers of the 
$ fle pityhdteir diſtreſſed ohildren, when rhey 
* complain to them, and wilt not thou, uπσↄ ]] 
ole dompaſfions as fur exceed ereature 
* che lee ercsedd 4 drop 
43-47 TEE | | "OF | 


. 4 Father, pity, ae, 


n 261 e . 14: «$68 3 5 
Ob, how 8 Ty 15 500 14, be ade 
vn to the, ul . Agee tem 


We may alſo: make our com leigt. to men. 
ſo did Ta I TINS Have pity, haus 
pity on me, O ye. my; | friends for the hand of BY 
God hath touched me.” it is r 
if we have any . 61 are wis faithful. 
and. experienced. orn- for ſuch @ 
time = 98 Pier. 0 28 Bur be. they: | 
what they will, they cannot pity. as. God, * | 
lieve and fuccour as he: And oftentimes YL 
may ſay with Job, ahap. xxi. 4. As for. 
is my . men ? and ey it were, & 
ſhould: not: my, fps pirit be. troubled ? as. if he 
ſhould fays- hat great advantage can I gen. 
by theſe complaints & L may burden the herr 
of my friend but how little doth that caſe mm 
own? Yet the very of njag of ee . "i 
experienced . 2 an, is ſome felief, 
and the engaging. his n e 


procurer demo di his. dun. oubles., 
y lawfuly be diſcontented, Ay vexed, 
wich himſelF for his- own. folly. when. the, nin 
quity of his heels compaſſeth U 458 abbut. And 
truly it is but ſeldom that any great n. 
befals a gracious perſon,. but he ſaw meet 
of ſuch a rod. before b .. . 
"ms ”” . 
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e finite 0 chile led 1280 

| didelt en not foreſee forme ſharp tria]- Eoin» 
ine Did ner my ford; fecbre, Carnaf temptet 
need ſuch a fcour if 10 > MR ee vicken and 


Tae e our 1 indquiriey ay en dene 
ter vs, "we will not enquift after them. Tea, 
in the day: of affliction, a gfacious fout 1 is in 
1 about nothing more than the procure 
— Sec d provoking cauſe of his troubles, Fob. 
. 2. Shew me wherefore thou con 
Ster As if ke ſhould ſay, Lord, 17 55 
ſpecial corruption is it that this rod is" | 
rebuke? What ſinful negle& doth it c 
tumble me for F O difcover it how to 7215 
weeover me gow from it. 10 
And having faviid'the woßü be ela ilſeir 
Wubles, ingerivous ſouls will Mame them 
. Felves for it, 111 give glory to Gock by an hi m. 
ble ſuhmiſſion, and vindication of the equy 
ef his proceedings. 588. 20. 'Þ ta E 
ned, x hat ſnall T do unto 1 thou pr 
of wen f. He thinks it no ſhame! fr 
cover 8 God, ind deeply . 
ang bir, fot his . ed. 
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4 remember s choice: note dhe Ng" 
man, hach in Rid Cor upon nid 
ricles*, 2:4 0 wad drive 

cc Holy men, faith; he; after their hearts att 
renewed? by repentance, are not aſhamed 10ires 
member and - confeſs "their: flips and/flrimefut = 

falls, to the glory of God for they ent 
that gler which feet confeflioirs raken Z 
them is nor loft; white it goes to“ che 3 
God: E His glory may tits ot 6f our 
how willing i# we be to take fert ffn 
to us? Holy David was not «ſhamed Ad- 
knowledge, Pil. W 5 My wounds 
ſtink and are corrupt, becauſe of my oli 
neſs. He is We len man that t 
kimfelf before n Sous 25197992 191130 2186. 

It is true, God way ane from prerog 
er for trial; but we may always ſee 
novgh in ourſelves, and I i Rafe to charges 
125 our own folly,” 1 V8 1 M19 $21 AST 


„ The. 9 Chriſtie may in" aff 
n iner mann r pied) with Gol 
non. Sw $425 E ul 0 MN #1 169 to ons 
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tempta 

with David. Remove thy ſtrolce —5 mes i 
am conſumed by the blow of thine hand,” 
Pfalm, xxxiz.'10. Even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the day of his troubles, poured. out his ſoul | 
with ſtrong eries and many tears, Hing Fa 
ther, if thou be willing, let chis cup paſs from: 
me,” Luke xaii-' 42. Oppreſſed nature der 
Kres eaſe z and. even our renewed nature deſireg 
freedom from thoſe clogs. and temptationtz 
which hinder us in duty, or xpoſe us. to ih tes, 
Fhus· far we may ſafely go. „ 


e ſorro 1 becomes fink and. ex xceſs 
| , 1. cauſes. 98 to dend deſpiſe e 


our other mercies and enjoy nall 
things. in compariſon of hat we baue Woth 28 
＋ It of org falls out, that the ſetting: of one; 
. comfort clouds and: benights all the reſt... Our 
tears for our loſt ——.—. ſo blind our eyes, 
chat we cannot ſye the many other mercies. 
We yet , We e dee notice 
what is gone, chat. we ta 
tice of what is jeft. Bur this is very Ef 
for it Aae ves in it, both. i ran 28 
| tude, and. great provocation. 4 OR” i Tha + of „ 
It is a fin ſpringing Ton isset a wer 
know the deſert of our fins. we would nw ng 


are cut off. They * koow: Freie ; 
Keitel er e dere 
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| Lord, at whoſe-diſpaſaour comforts come un 
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Fees 


Dick anne even; then 8 


go, hb can the nem women bhaſt all that 
remain, abc turn you inj˖νν hell, 
you wouls 228 the merdies he yet indulges 0 
you at igher value Did ſyou vntterſtand = 
the — vaniſhiagl nature of the crearre, 
what a flower, What a buhhle it i Ahh 
thankful would your bexb find ſo nn, lhe. 
in yaur; poſſ-nj,M ee eee ne ain, 
Did you know: che eauſe off! thouſands, 2 
good, yea, better than you, whoſe whole A 
eſt of comfort :nothis odds is but an bund 
fol to'theigleamags:of eliccioraformyeBiitl.on- | 
joy, WhO in all their lives er were, Owners 
of ſuch: comfortabile i aymtuts as you now 
overlooks urely; your would: ee you 
* 1949 145 * I Vii bat el SHE 3 Lect 2* 5:5 Ts Js ES Ip | 
Beſideas. what vile ingratitude is in this? 
what, are all your remaining mercie mort 
nothing Lou have; buried: d child, a friend. : 
Well, but ſtill, you haue an huſbands a wife, 
other children: Or if not, yen have comfurc- 
able 'accomodatigns for; yourſel vet, . with health 
to. enjoy thema ot if not, yer har yo. ord- 
nances of God ; it may be aal interuſt 1 Chen, 
and i brett oany fg 50 6-4 and Hopes 
of glory; Mhat b and rt in at 'this vate, u 
if all your meroies; comforis sade hopbsg eveh. - 
in both worlds, were buried in one gen avs. 
Muſt -Ichabodb 2 
cies, beeauſe mor | We n 
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5 And ae friend, ſuch ee b 
wager the road, is no ſmall; provocation to 00 
Lord, to go on in Judgment, and malte u full 
end of all; that remains, fo chat afliection ſhall 
not riſe up the ſecond time, 
What if God, taking notice how tile thov 
regardeſt the many undeſerved favours thou 
yet poſſeſſeſt, ſhould ſay, Well, if thou think- 
eſt them not worth? che owning, neither, do 1 
think them worth the continuing? Go death, | 
there is a huſband, a wife, other children yet 
left, Smite them all. Bo, ſickneſs, and te- 
move the health of his body yet left; Go loſs | 
ſes, and impoveriſh- bis 1 yet left; Go re- 
eee and blaſt his reputation, which is yet 
weet. What would you think of this? And 
yet if you are out of Chriſt, you are in danger 
of a far ſadder Stroke than any, or all yet men- 
tioned. What, if God ſhould ſay, Prizeſt thou 
not my mercy ? Haſt thou no value for my 
goadneſa and ſorbearance towards ther t 12 it 
nothing that I have: ſpared thee thus long in 
thy fins and rebellions ? Well then, Lowill 
ſtretch out my hand upon thy life, cut off that 
thread which hath kept _—_— inp yeany! om | 
Sroppingimoell, © . u a. b, . 
think then wh ad have: done; by Fong 
voking the Lord, thro* vous vile ingratitude> | 
It is a dangerous thing te provoke God, when 
be is already in a; way of ee And if 
you be his own peop bevel and to eut of the dan 
ger ofthis. laſt. 6h and e N01 | 
you ae mercies nn 31 


have ye Should God. 1 
with doubta, let loeſe Satan to buffet vou, re. 
move joy and peace from! your i inner man; hom 
ſoon would you be, convinced, that, the funeral | 
of your deareſt friend, ia but a triſſe to his! 
Well chen, whatever God. N be. am 
thankful for what he leaves, It was the 1 0 
fin of Iſrael in the wilderneſa, that though God 
had delivered them from their cruel ria 
in Egypt, miraculouſly fed them in the deſert; | 
and was leading them on to 4 land flowing 
with milk and 22. z yet as ſoon as any v 
did but begin to pinch them, preſently all t os 
mercies were forgotten and flighted, We | 
xiv. 12, % Would to God (ax eu) we 
died in Egypt.” And Numb. ai. 6. Thee 10 
nothing at all beſide, ch $. mana.“ Beware of 
this, O ye mourning and a 


fflicted ones, you ſee 
tach tien desen and the danger that 
attends 1 It. 1 65 5 $% 5 a 145 «i114 
Secondly, And no lest SGaful are our forrows, 
When they ſo wholly ingulph our hearts, that 
* 3 mo not « r or 4 

thing ſenſiblo of the ic amit 
vi lie upon the C 2 Wand. pple, of, God. 
Some Chriſtians have ſuch public ſpiriss, that 
the church's troubles ſwallow. up jheir-perſon» 
al trouble, Melancthon ſeemed to take little 
notice of the death of his child, which he dear- 
ly loved, being almoſt overwhelmed” wirft the 
miſeries lying on t the Se tA Mou. 
it was a good evide de of th gra' MY 


neſs and pub icneſs of. is Fe wh 


eee * forl Bala from 
” ng fam to 
fied before the Philiſtines, that his ewo' ſony | 
Hophni dad Phineas were dead, and that the 
ark of Odd was taken, juſt at the mention. bf 
ihat word the ark f God, before heikeard'our 
the whole narration, his mind quickly:x 
yy the iſſue, 4 he ſunk down and died“ 
Sam. iv. 1% 20, !'O (that was the Wer yp 
kling word l Hadb che lImeſſenger 
the death of his two! ſons; like e | 
ſopported that burden, but the loſ of ches 
was more to him than fons or daughters. 
But how few ſuch public ſpirits appear even 
kmong ptofeſſurs im chis ſelfiſh generation 
May we not with che Apoſtle complain, Phil. 
Ji 15. All Teck: heir oon, and not 27 8 | 
that are. Chriſt's ? Few men have del Ser 
vares or "deſigns lying beyend che bounds of 
their own private intereſt. And what ., ſoy 
Af cates," is as5 true of fortows: if 4 child die, 
3 rend y. te ne bat public ealamitits 
erde vwHor i 7 44 25 04 120248 I } 
How few" ſuffer Iither weib om die wem 
forts to be I fwaIlowed up id the church's trot 
Bles, or their domeſtic: troubles to be ſwallou- 
ner church's mercies? Now when 
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When re „ 
ie thus with us, when we little 1 
mercies or miſeries 1y upon others, but are 
wholly intent upon our own afflictions, this is 
a ſinful ſorrow, and ought to be ſorrowed for. 
Thirdly, Our ſorrows then become finful and 
exorbitant, when they divert us from, or di- 
ſtract us in our duties; ſo that our intercourſe $ | 
with heaven is ſtopt and interrupted by them. | 
How long can we fit alone muſing upon 
dead creature? Here our thoughts eaſily flow, 


but how hard to fix them upon the living God! 
When our hearts ſhould be in heaven wich our 
Chriſt, they are in the grave with our dead. 
May not many afflicted ſouls juſtly com- 


plain that their trouble had ben away 


Chriſt from them, (I mean, as to ſweet ſen- 
ſible communion L and laid the dead child in 
bis room. F 
Poor creature; ceaſe to weep any iv tiger" for Mtn 
thy dead relation, and weep rather for thy dead 
2 wich God's de- 

What, to grow a great- 
er ſtranger to him than before J or is this the 


heart, Is this chy co 


way to thy cure and comfort ig affliction, to 


refrain prayer, and turn thy baek upon God. 
Or if thou dareſt not wholly neglect ß; 
duty, yet che affliction ſpoils the ſucceſs and 
comfort of i it; thy heart is wandering, dead; - 
diſtracted in prayer and meditation, ſo that 1 


thou haſt no relief or comfort from it. 
Rouze up thyſelf, Chriſtian, and ober 


\ 
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this is not right. Surely the rod works not 
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kindly now. What, did-thy love to God err. 


06 — becomes as fl. 1 
pire when thy friends expired ? Is thy heart 
as cold in duty, as his body is in the grave? 
- Hath natural death ſeized him, and ſpiritual 
- deadneſs ſeized thee ? Sure then thou haſt 
more reaſon to lament thy dead heart than thy 
dead friend. Divert the ſtream of thy troubles 
| ſpeedily, and labour to recover thyſelf out- of 
this temper quickly: leſt ſad experience ſhortly 
tell thec, that what thou now mouraeſt for, is 
but a trifle for what thou ſhalt mourn for 
Hereafter. To loſe the heavenly warmth and 
ſpiritual livelineſs of thy affections, is undoubt- 
edly a far more conſiderable loſs, than to loſe 
the wife of thy boſom, or the ſweeteſt child 
N ever a tender parent laid in the grave. 
Reader, if this be thy caſe, thon haſt raid 
£0 challenge the firſt place among the ,mourne 
ers. It is better for thee to bury ten ſons, than 
to remit one degr-e of love or delight in God, 
The end of God in ſmiting, was to win thy 
heart nearer to him, by removing that which 
eſtranged itz how then doſt theu croſs the 
| very deſign of God in this diſpenſation ? Mult 

i God then loſe his delight in thy fellowſhip, 

| becauſe thou haſt loſt thine in the ercacure? 
| Surely when thy troubles thus accompany thee 
to thy cloſer, they art Gnkul and- mn... 
troubles - 

Frourtbiy. Then you may ad conclude. your 
 forrows to be exceſſive and ſinful, When they 
fo overload and oppreſs your bodies, as to eu- 
danger. your lives, or render them uſeleis _ 
us tis for ler vice. ; 
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2 Sorrow. de fuſe 


ce Worldly ſorrow works death, 1 Cor. vii. 
10, that is, ſorrow after the manner of worldly | 
men, ſorrow in a mere carnal natural way, 
which is not relieved by any ſpiritual reaſon- 
ings and conſiderations“. This falls fo heavy | 
ſometimes upon the body, that it finks under 
the weight, and is caſt into ſuch diſeaſes as 
are never more wrought off, or healed in this 4 1 
world, © Heavineſs in the heart of a man 
makes it ſtoop, ſaith Solomon, Prov. xii. 28. 4 
The ſtouteſt body muſt Boop: under hear Se E 
ure. | Sy 
At is with the mind. of man (Gait one) 2s | 7 
with the ſtone tyrhenus ;- as long as it is whole. ] 1 
it ſwimmeth, but ence broken, it ſiaks pre- g 1 
ſently. Grief i is a moth which getting intothe | '} 
mind, will, in ſhort time, make the body, ge 
it never ſo ſtrong and well wrought a Pers - ys 
like an old feary garment. 4g 
© Philoſophers and phyſicians generally rec- 
kon ſorrow the chief cauſes of ſhorten - 
ing life. Chriſt was a man of ſorrows; and 
acquainted with griefs ; and this ſome think, 
was the reaſon that he a ed as a man df 
fifty, when he was little more than thirty years 
old, John viii. 17. war . an, — 4 
nother kind E 5 | : 
«HET 2 e Many 
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E ME Es 4. ſecundum mundem 
" qua ex amore mundi naſcitur.” Efti. in loc. 
Pp 8 Haec tibi ſcribo qui tam immodice ſlerĩ ut 
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8 When Sores A . 


may feed at full: but no pleaſant bread, no 


P. mibi. 637. „ 
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Many a man's ſoul is to his body, as in 


knife to a thin. ſheath, which eaſily cuts. 
through, and what do we, by poring and pon- 
© . dering vpon our troubles, but whet the deep» 


er and quicker? Of all the creatures that ever 
God made (devils. only excepted) man is 5 the” 


moſt able and apt to be his own tormentor. 


How unmercifully do we load them in timeg 4 


af affliction? How do we not only waſte their 
ſtrength by forrow, but deny relief and nece 10 


ſary - refreſhment 1 They muſt carry the load, 
Þut be allowed no refreſhment : If they can eat 
the bread of affliction, and drink tears, they 


quiet ſleep is permitted, them, Surely you 


would not burden a beaſt, as you do your m_ 


bodies; you would pity and relieve a, 
beaſt groaning and ſinking under an beter 


burden, but you will not pity nor enen your 


Own bodies. - "2&3 1 | | 

Some mens ſouls have given ſuch deep 
wounds to their bodies, that they are never 
like to enjoy many eaſy or comfortable days 


| more, whilſt they dwell in them. 


Now this is very fioful, and diſpleafing o 


God; for if he have ſuch a tender care for our 


bedies, that he would not have us ſwallowed © 
up of over much grief, no, though it be for 
ſin, 2 Cor, ii. 7. ok, even to that forrow.. ſets 

0 e 


70 tamen fabtum eum Umno? ence, , Ep. 8 . 
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we ſhould maintain good thoughts of him. As 


of. God, even when he zende in dur careſs 
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| When Stow Jin? n 23 - 
bounds: How much leſs with outward e _ 
for temporal lots ?' May not your ſtock. of na- 
tural ſtrength be employed to better purpoſes |} 
think you than theſe ? Time may come; that 
you may earneſtly” wiſh you had that heals _ 
and ſtrength Sali to ſpend for God, which 
you now fo laviſhly waſte, and prodigally caſt 
away upon yx yoo pro to no 1 n or ade. * 1 
vantage. © ene 5 . 
Fr thief vigh post ofiwiſtivets in 
David, and recorded no doubt for our imitas | +} 
tion, Vho, when the child was dead; ceaſed to L 
mourn, but arofe, and waſhed himſelf, and eat | 1 4 
bread, 2 Sam. xii, 20. ; 

Fi Aby, When affliction wre the ſpirit Se | | 
diſcontent, and makes it inwardly y wo ww V9 
gainſt the hand of God, then our trouble it full, 4 : 
of ſin, and e to be wumbled' for. it 2 
fore the Lord. 33 1 1 

Whatever God dock with us or wud; ﬆ It: - 


gracious heart cleaves nearer and nearer to God 
in affliction; and can juſtify God an his ſevereſt 
ſtrokes, acknowledging them to be all juſt a 
holy, Pſal.'cxix. 75. I know alſo that thy | Y 
judgments are right, and that thou in faithful | 7} 
neſs haſt afflied' me.” And hereby the fouk  _- 
may comfortably evidence toitſelf its own ups —_* 
rightneſs, and fincere love to God. — it” 
hath been of ſingular uſe to ſome ſouls, tgtake 

right meaſures of their love to God in rg 
trials; to have lovely and well pleaſed 9 — | 
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1 When Sorrow. beeo! AL. 
and deareſt comforts, argues plainly, that | 
love him for himſelf, and not for his gifts on- 
ly. And that his intereſt i in the heart is deep- 
er, than any creature intereſt is. And ſuch is 
the comfott that hath reſulted to ſome from 
duch diſcoveries of their on hearts, by cloſe 
ſmarting afflictions, that they would not part 
with it, to have their comforts (whoſe removal 
pceafioned them) given back in lie of it. 
But to ſwell with ſecret diſcontent, and Sh | 
3 thoughts of God; as if he had done us 
wrong, or dealt more Teverly. with us than 
any. O this is a vile temper, .curſed fruit | 
ſpringing from an evil, root; a very carnal, | 
_ ignorant, proud heart; ot at leaſt from à very 
diſtempered, if renewed heart. So it was with 
Jonah when God ſmote his gourd, Vea, 
(faith he) 1 do well to be angry, even unto | 
death,” Jonah iv. 9. Poor man, he was highly 
diſtempered at this time, and out of frame; 
this was not his true temper, or ordinary 
ftame, but a ſurprize; the effect of a paroxylm 
of temptation, in whey his Peng had been 
overheated, . e 
Feu dare to vent it in ſuch e But 
how many have-their hearts imbittered by diſ· 
content, and ſecret riſings againſt the Lord t 
Which if ever the Lord open their eyes to ſee, 
will coſt them more trouble than ever that of 
alli ion did, which gave the occaſion of at 
I Feny not, but the beſt heart may be tenp⸗ 
ted to think and ſpeak frowardly concerning | 


—_ warns. of the Lord, dat enyious e 
1 1 


= Fary the devil will blow. the coals; aa Fe | 


ro blow up our ſpirits at ſuch a time into high 
diſcontent, The temptation was ſtrong even 
upon David himſelf, to take up hard thoughts | | 


i 


fed my beart in vain.” As if he had ſaid, - 
How little privilege from the worſt of evils * 
hath a man by his godlineſs 7 But he ſoon ſup- | 
preſt ſuch motions. If I ſhould: ſay thus, 1 
ſhould offend againſt. the generation of thy 
children.“ Meaning, that he would condemn 
the whole race of godly. men through the 
whole world; for who is. there among ls | * 
an, but is, or hath, u. e be afflicted as ſes. 


te Ob te !! es, Ra. Ie ings, . oe it. notre ” 


Fl verly as myſelf? ?! e een wh. 
Y Surely it is mern b ad 4890 ch - 08 


bare borne chaſtiſement, I will not offend any 


more,“ Job xxxiv. 31. Whatever God dom 


WH with you, . cg mein and. think well of him, 
and his wor 


S Sixthly, Our ai ee ds: bobs . 


| by willing irriations. 4 ITE 
| Grief, like a'lion,. lone to play ich 9 hes 
Wl fore it deſtroys us, And ſtrange it is, that we 
ſhould s um. kia of pleatues- in "rouzin 4 


» « Tneft - quiddhiy dulce N cum occurans 
| * Sermoni” corum jacundi weve ing ae hilaris effi. 
* cioſa pietas ; tune oceuli velut 

J 5 25 1 . 
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of God, and to conclude, * Verily I have clean= 
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wen we continually excite and profoke them Pk 
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experimentally true, That ever ſorrow mY 
& ſelf hath a We King of delight attending 
„ NM $5417 in SA TEE 
The Jews: aber v were with Mary in the houſe 
to comfort her, When they ſaw chat ſhe 
went out haſtily, followed her, ſaying, She 
goeth to the grave to weep there,” John x 5 
32. As they do (ſaith “ Calvin) That ſeek | 
to provoke their troubles, by golng to the 
51 (raves or often looking en the dead | 
„Thus we delight to look vpon the enge 
a our deceaſed friends, and often to mention: 
their ations and-ſayings, not ſo much for any 
matter of holy and weighty inſtruction, or imi- 
tation: for. that would warrant and commend 
the action, but rather to rub the wound, aud 
fetch freſh blood from it, by piereing ourſelyes 
with ſome little trials, yet wounding oircum- 
ſtances. I have known many that will fic and 
talk of. the features, actions, and fayings-of 
their children, for hours together, and weep. 
{ at the rehearfal of them, and that for man) 
months after they are gone: So keeping the 
wound continually. open, and exeruciating 
their own hearts without any benefit at all by 
them. A lock of hair, or ſome ſuch trifles, 
muſt be kept for this purpoſe to renew their 
8 2 by Ar. 2 © on it. On this ac: 
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ee eotum more qui lucto | 
7 eee, Calv. 1 
\ OTH 
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count, Jacob e not have bis ths called 
Benoni, leſt it mould renew. his ſorrow, bur. 
WT” . FVIIAIX 
am far "Wk commending a brutiſh pre 
2 of our dear relations, and condemn it aa 
much as. do this childiſh. andjunprofitable re- 


membrance. O friends, we have other things 


te do under the rod than theſe. Were it not 


when God's rod is upon us, and ſtudyjng e's] 
to anſwer the end of it, by  mortifying thoſe 


corruptions which provoke it? Surely the rod | 
| 1h 


works not kindly, till it comes to this. 
Seventbly,, Laſtly, Our ſorraws may then be 


pronounced ſinful, when: they deaſen our ears 
and ſeaſonable words 7 
counſel and compulvers offered u us for our. r relief | 


to all the wholeſame 


and ſupport. 


Jer. xxxi. I P « A voice was 5 heard. in Ra yy 


mab, lamentation and bitter weeping ;\ Rachel 


weeping for her child 
comforted for her children, becauſe they 
not.“ 


ſhe regards not whatever you ſax. 
Thus Iſrael in the cruel: bondage in. Kenn. 


Moſes brings. them the glad tidings of Fn 
ance; But they hearkened not to him, be- 
cauſe of the anguiſh of n . 1 1 
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ren, and would not be 
were 

She will admit no comfort, her diſeaſs _ 
is curable by no other means but the reſtora- 
tion. of her children: give her them again and 
ſne will be quiet, elſe you ſpeak Into. the. airs 
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better to be ſearching our hearts and houſes, 
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Thus een fixed. are 3 in their | 

crouble, that no words of advice or comfort 4 

find any place with them; yea, I have knœο⁷’⅛Ʒe 

ſome exceeding quick and ingenious, een a- 

bove the rate of their common parts and 

abilities, in inventing ſhifts, and framing ob- 

jections to turn off comfort from themſelves; 

as if they had been hired to plead againſt their 

own intereſt, and if they be driven from thoſe 
pleas, yet they are ſettled in their troubles, to 
faſt to be moved, ſay what you will, they min 

it not, or at moſt it abides not upon think 

Let proper, ſeaſonable advice or comfort. be 

tendered, they refuſe it: your counſet f is good, 

but they have no heart to it Bow. Thus Pſal. 4 

© Ixzvii, 10. My oy 1 (faith be) rasen in 

"Mp comforted.” - 

do want comfort i in time of afliction is an 

aggravation of our affliction: but to refuſe it 

3 when offered us, wants not fin. Time may 

come when we would be glad to receive com- 

- for, or Ba a-wend: ol fupperts. and ſhall bs 

* | denied! . + hl | 
O! it is a mercy. to the afflicted to have 

: Pamabes with them, an interpreter; one among 

a thouſand; and it will be the great ſin; and 

folly of the afflicted, to. ſpill hoſe excellent 

coxdials prepared and offered to them, like 

water upon the ground, out of a froward, ot, 

dead ſpirit, under trouble, Say not, with them, 

Lam. iii. 18, 1% © My hope is periſned from 

the Lord, remember mine affliction and my 

milery, che wormwood and the gall.” It is a 

i i | wont 
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„ pities the wormwood 204 4 041 af 4 
fiction ſhould ſo diſguſt a Chriſtian, as chat he 
ſhould not at any time be able to reliſh! the 
ſweetneſs that is in Chriſt, and in the promiſes, 
And thus I have diſpatched the firſt part of my 
deſign, i in ſhewi 
ers doth not ly, and in what it dot. 
Secondly, Having cleared this, and Den 
you wherein the ſin and danger lies; my way 
is prepared to the ſecond ching . 
, namely, To diſſuade mourners from the ſinful 
exceſſes of ſorrows, and keep the golden bridle 
of moderation upon their paſſion in times of 


affliction, And O that my words may be as | 


ſucceſsful upon thoſe penſive ſouls that ſnall 


read them, as Abigal's were to David, 1 Sam. 


xxv. 32, who, when he perceived hew 


to meet me, and bleſſed be thy advice. 


1 am ſenſible how hard a taſk it is, I here 


undertake; to charm down, ond allay muti- 
nous, raging, and tumultous paſſions ; to give 
a check to the torrent of paſſion, is; erdinarly 


bur to provoke i it, and make it rage and 1 


the more. 
The work 1 is the Lord's wholly 3 up- 


on his power and bleſſing. He thaz ſaith to I 


the ſea, when the waves thereof roar, be ſtill, 
can alſo quiet and compoſe the ſtormy: and tu- 
multuous ſea, that rages in the breaſts of the 
afflicted, and caſts up nothing but the froth of 
vain and — complaint of our n k 
e I br * 0. 
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you wherein the ſin of mourn- - N 


Fd be 
and ſeaſonably they $14.2 4 ſaid, Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, who ſent thee this day 1 55 
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ſtttße dirt of ſinſul and wicked complaiges oft the. 


dealing s of the Lord with us. 
The 7 of affliction goes rotind; and n 
all ſorts of perſons without diffesence. It is WM « 
upon the tabernacles of the juſt and of the un- I | 
0 Juſt, the righteous and the vicked, both we. 
mourning under the roc. n 
The godly are not ſo to be minded, as * ˖ 
the other be wholly neglected: they have as. 

Z ſtrong and tender, though not as regular affec- Ml | 
* tions to their relations, and muſt not be wholly. MW. 
ſißffered to link under their relieved burthens, il | 
Here therefore I muſt have reſpe& to tuo 
ſorts of perſons, whom I find 1n tears upen che 
ſame account: I mean the loſs of their dear | 
relations, the regenerate and the unregenerate; 
I am a debtor to both, and ſhall endeavour | 
their ſupport and aſſiſtance: for even the un- 
regenerate call for help and pity, and muſt 
not be neglected and wholly Iighted in their 
afflictions #. We muſt pity them that cannot 
pity themſelves, The law-of God commands 
us to help a beaſt, if fallen under its burden, 
how much. more a man AUG vader a load 

of ſorrows, = eld 

I confeſs, uſes of comfort to the pRregenss 

rate are not (ordinarily) in uſe among us, and 
it may ſeem ſtrange whence any thing of ſup- 

port ſhould be drawn for them, that have no 
l ee in 2 Chriſt, or the OE". 
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_ N i aul. miſero- non a miſerante ſcip 
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I confeſs alſo, 1 find:myſelf under great diſs: 
| advantages. for this work. I cannot offer them 
thoſe reviving cordials that are contained in 
Chriſt, and the covenant for God's afflictedi 
people; but yet ſuch is the goodneſs of Godp 
even to his enemies, that they are not left 
wholly without ſupports, or e to alla? 
their ſorr ex. W755 OS 
If this: therefore be thy caſe, wha readeſtt 
theſe lines: afflicted and unſanctified mourns; (+ 1: 88 
ing bitterly for thy dead friends; thou haſt more 
cauſe to moutn for thy dead ſoul, : Chriſtleſs _ 
and graceleſs, as well as Childleſs or friendleſs | 1 
no comfort in hand, nor yet in hope, full of - 
trouble; and no vent by prayer or faith to: eaſe 
thy heart. F. eee Ron 
Poor orestute, why caſe.is fad, bot 2 - 
not wholly ſink, and ſuffer thyſelf to be ſw all- ˖ 
lowed up of grief; thou; haſt laid thy dear ou 
in the grave, yer throw not thyſelf — 
into the grave after him; that will not; be the 
way to remedy; the miſery ; but ſit downizs 
while and ponder theſe three things», - nol fads  - 
Hit, That of all- perſons in the world, thou 
haſt moſt reaſon. to he tender over thy life and 
health, and. careful to preſerve it: for if thy 
troubles deſtroy thee, thou 1 0 
undone for erer Worldiy ſorr owe ich ts 
apoſtle) works «Heath» - +: And if ita T0 
death, it works, thy damnatiön al 3 tor hell | 
follows that pale horſe; Rey. vi. Bs: lf a bes - 
lie yer dies, there is do danger of bell to him; Wes 
the cnn HOW bath AP MODE hogs = | 
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| wo' to thee, if it overtake thee in thy ſin; ww! 
ware therefore what thou  doſt againſt thy 
health and life. Do not put the candle of ſor- | 
ro too near that thread, een n hangeſt 
over the mouth of hell. 11 9r7 1 
' Ol it is far better to be childleſs. or friend- 
leſs on earth, than hopeleſs and cede. | 
| 55 Second; Own and admire the. bounty and 
goodneſs, of God manifeſted to thee: in this f. 
 Hiſtion; that when death came into thy family 
to ſmite and carry eff one, it had not ſallen to 

thy lot to be the perſon ; thy huſband, wife, 
or child is taken and thou art left; had thy 
name been in che commiſſion, thou hadſt been 
now paſt hope. 
650. the ſparing mercy of God1 eee 
og: ſuffering of God towards thee; poſlibly 
that poor creature that is Sone, never provo- 
ked God that thou haft done; thy poor child 
never abuſed mercies, neglected calls, treaſur- 
ed up che thouſandth part of that guilt thou 
haſt done; - ſo that thou mighteſt well imagine 
it ſhould rather have cut thee down, that n 
ſo provoked God, than thy poor little one. 
But Oh, the admirable patience of God! 
Oh, the-riches of his long ſuffering! thou- 
only warned, not ſmitten by it: is there nd. 
thing in this, worth thankful» acknowledge | 
ment? ls it not better to be in black for ano- | 
ther on earth, than in the blackneſs of darknels | 
for ever r Is it not eaſier to go to the grave 
with thy dead friend W weep a man 
* ä ; "i * | 
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a eee ces 1 
| 20 to hell among the damned, where there is 
weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth? 

Thirdly, This affſiction, for which thou 
mourneſt, may be the greateſt. mercy: to thee f 
that ever yet befet thee in this world. Gk 
hath now made thy heart ſoft by trouble, ſhew- 
ed thee the vanity of this world ; and wart 
a poor trifle it is which thou madeſt thy hapy | 1 

pineſs: there is now a dark cloud ſpread} over. 
all thy worldly oomſorta. Nom, O now l. * 
the Lord would not ſtrike in with this afflic- 
tion, and by it open thine eyes to fee thy de- 0 1 
plorable ſtate, and take off thy heart for ever 5 
from the vain world which thou now ſeeſt hath | * 1 # 
nothing in it; and cauſe thee to chooſe Chriſt If | | 


the only abiding n thy Portions: If now 
thy affliction may b thy: ſin to rememm N b 
Do 


brance, and thy dead D but bring thee 5 
to a ſenſe of thy dead ſou}, which is as cold to 
God and ſpiritual things, as his body is to thee, 
and more loathfome inf eyes than that corps 
is or ſhortly will be tothe eyes of men: then this 
day is certainly a day of the greateſt merey that 
ever yet thou ſaweſt. O happy: pens chat a al | 
| prove life to thy ſoul. . 
Why this is ſometimes the way of the: ord 
with men, Job xxxvi. 5, 9. «If they be bound 55 
in fetters, and holden in cords of affliction, 
then he ſheweth them their wary! 2 "or | 
tranſgreſſion, than they have exceeded | 
openeth alſo their ear to diſcipline "Com 
mandeth them that' 5 —— 1 8 5 
at £3 198 n 138447 EY 
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4% Advice ond Support to the Godly, 
O Oc conſider, poor penſive creature, that which 
ſtole away thy heart from God is now gone: 
That which eat up thy time and thoughts, that 

there was ne room ſor God, ſoul, or eternity 
in them, is gone: all the vain expectations that 
thou raiſeſt up to thyſelf, from that poor crea» 
ture which now lies in the duſt, are in one day 
periſhed. O what an advantage haſt thou now 
for heaven, beyond whatever thou yet hadſt! 
if God would not bleſs this rod, thou wilt have 
cauſe to keep many a thankſgiving day for this 
„ „„ e 199303 HO 1s. 236i 
I pray let theſe three things be pondered: by 
you; I can beſtow. no more comforts upon 
you, your condition bars the beſt comforts from 
you; they belong to the people of God, and 
you have yet nothing to do with them. 
I ſhall therefore turn from you to them, and 
preſent ſome choicer comforts to them, to 
whom they properly belong, which may be of 
great uſe to you in reading; if it be but to 
convince: you of: the bleſſed privilege, and ſtate 
'{ _ the people of God in the greateſt plunges of 
troubles. in this world, and what advantages 
their intereſt in Chriſt gives them for peace 
and ſettlement, beyond that ſtate you are in. 
And here I do with much more freedom and 
hope of ſucceſs,, apply myſelf to the work of 
counſelling and comforting the afflicted. Tou 
are the fearers of the Lord, and tremble at his 
word, the leaſt fin. is more ſormidable to you 
than the greateſt affliction, Doubtleſs you. 
would rather chuſe to, bury all. youf children, 


than 


— 


e the 195 of their - Relations, ar 
than provoke and grieve your heavenly Father. 


Your relations are way but TOTES is dearer to- 


you by far. 
Well then, let me nd 


from your unprofitable ſorrows, eaſe and emp- 
ty your hearts before the Lord, and: beg his 


bleſſing upon the relieving, quieting, and hear: 1 
compoſing conſiderations that follow . ſome of 


which are more general and common, ſome 
more particular and ſpecial, but all of them 
ſuch as through: the bleſſing of God, may be 


very uſeful at this time to your ſouls- 


I. Conſid. Conſider in this day of Goring - - 


who is the framer and author of this rod by 
which you now. ſmart; | 1s it not the Lord? 
And if the Lord hath done it, it becomes you 
meekly to ſubmit, Pſal. Avi. 104 Be Rill,. 
© and know that Iam God. 

Man and man ſtand upon even ned + if 


your fellow ereature do any thing that diſpleaſes 


you, you may not only enquire,. who did it ? 
but, Why he did it? You may demand his 


ground and reaſons for what he hath done, 


but you may. not do ſo here: it is expected that 
this one thing. The Lord hath. done it,: 
ſhould without any farther diſputes, or _— 
lence and quiet you, whatever it be that he 
hath done, Job xxxiii. 13. Why doſt thou 
ſtrive againſt him? For he giveth not an ac- 
count * of his matters.” The ſupreme 
being muſt needs be an unaceountable in un- 
controulable Being. LE} | 
E: 3 | kt 


you to retire 2 
while into your cloſets, — a little time 


* 


Alois nd ere the Gadly,, 


It is a ſhame for a child to ſtrive with bk: 
father; à ſhame for a ſervant: to contend with. 
his maſter: but for a creature to quarrel and 
ſtrive with the God that made him. O how 
ſhameful is it? Surely it is highly — 
that you be ſubjeft to that will whence: you 
proceeded,. and that he who formed — 
' yours, ſhould: diſpoſe of both as ſeemeth him 
good: it is faid, 2 Sam. 111.:36.. 5 That whats. 
ſoever. the king did, pleaſed all the people.“ 
And ſhall any thing the Eord doth diſpleaſe 
you? He can do no wrong, If we bee a. 
roſe in the bud as we walk in our (gardens, 
who ſhall blame us for it? it is our own, and 
we may crop it off when we pleaſe. Is not 
this the caſe? Thy ſweet bud which was cropt 
off before it was fully blown, was cropt off 
him that owned. it, yea, by him that formed 1 it. 
If his dominion be abſolute, ſure his diſpoſal 
ſhould be acceptable. 
— It was fo to good Eli, 1 Sam. iii. 18. It 
is the Lord let him do what ſeemeth him 
good.“ And it was ſo to D. vid, Pfal. xxxix 
9. was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
becauſe thou didſt it.“ O let it be for ever re- 
membered;  & That he whoſe name alone is 
Jehovah, is. the moſt High over all the earth.“ 
Eſal. Ixxxili- 1. 1 t 
The glorious fovereignry: ac God is Muir 
; ouſly diſplayed” in two things,.his-deerees, "and: 
his providence, . Wich reſpect to the firlt he 
— Rom. ix. 15. __ PEAT on 


mn 47 
whom b. will have mercy.” Here is no ground 
of diſputing with him; for ſo- it is ſaid. verſe 20. 
« Who art thou, O man, that replieſt againſt 
God ? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus? Hatch 
not the potter power over the elay ?!? 
And as to his providence, wherein his ae 


_ eignty is alſo manifeſted, it is ſaid, Zech. ii: 14. 5 


6c. Be ſilent O all fleſh, before the Eord, for 
ke is raiſed up out of his habitation”? It 13 
ſpoken of his providential- working in the 
chang of kingdoms, and. deſolations chan at- 
tend them, - s 
Now ſeeing the eaſe ftands thus, a ay 
Lord hath done it; it is his pleaſure to have 
itſo; and if it had not been his will, it could 
never have been as it is: He that gave thee;. 
(rather lent thee) thy relation, hath taken him; 
O how quiet ſhould this conſideration leave 
thee! if your landlord, who hath many years. 
ſuffered you to dwell. in his houſe, do at laſt 
warn you out of it, though he tell you not why; 
you will not contend with him, or fay he hath 
done you wrong: much leſs if he tell you it 
will be more for his profit and accommodation, 
to take It into his own hand, than let it to 1 
any longer. n % sue 
Doubtleſs reaſon will tell you, you oughs: 
quietly to pack up and quit it. It is your 
great Landlord from whom you hold (at-plea+ 
ſure) your.own,: and your relations lives, that 
hath now warned you out from one of them. 
It being more for his glory (it may * to take 
it. 


#4 Advice and Support to the Godly, 
it in his.'own hand by death ;. and mult y you 
diſpute the caſe with him! 
Come Chriſtian, this no: way Eph Wee, 
but rather, Fob i. 21. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord,” Look off from a dead creature, 
lift up thine eyes to: the ſovereign, wiſe,. and 
holy pleaſure that ordered this afſſiction: con» 
. ſider who he is, and what thou art: Jea, purſue: | 
this conſideration till thou canſt fay, Lam: filled 
with the will of God. 
2. Confid. Ponder well the quality 00 the 
comfort you are deprived of, and remember, 
that when you had it, it ſtood but in the rank 
and order of common and inferior: comforts... 72 
Children and all other * are but com- 
mon bleſſings, which God indifferentiy deddens | 
upon his friends and enemies, and by the hay- 
ing or loſing of them, ne man knows either. 
boxe or hatred. It is ſaid of the wicked, Pſak. 
xvii. 14. That they are full of children, yea, 
and of children that ſurvive them too; for, 
They leave their ſubſtanee to their — Full 
of fin, yet full of children, and theſe children 
live to inherit their pavents nana a to- 
gether. 
It is the miſtaking of the 8 nk nature 
of our enjoyment, that ſo plunges us into trouble 
when we loſe them. We think there is ſo neceſ· 
fary a connection betwixt theſe creatures and 
our eren ne are e _— _ 


they fail ei * ; 
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hindered as to the attainment af Your. laſt 


der the Los of their Relations. 45 

But this is our miſtake ; there is no ſuch ne- 
ceflary connection or dependance, we may be 
happy without theſe things. It ig not father, 
mother, wife, or child, in Which our chief good 
and felicity lies, we have higher, better and 
more enduring things than theſe, all theſe may 
periſh, and yet our ſouls ſecure and ſafe ; Jea, 
and our comfort in the way, as well as end, 
may be ſafe enough though theſe be gone. God | 
hath betterthings to comfort his people with 
than theſe, and worſe rods to affſict you with _ 
than the removal of theſe 2 hath God let your 
children live and flouriſh, and given. you cale 
and reſt in your tabernacle, but in the mean 


time inflicted ſpiritual judgments upon your 


ſouls, how much more fad had your cafe been, 

But as long as our beſt mercies are all ſafe. 
the things that have ſalvation in them remain, 
and only the things that have vanity in them 
are removed, you are not prejudiced, or much 


by the loſs of theſe things. i 
Alas, it was not Chriſt's intent to purchaſc for 
you a ſenſual content in the enjoyment of thele 


_ earthly comforts, but to redeem you from all 


iniquity; purge your corruptions; fanQify your \,, 


natures : wean your hearts from this vain world: 


and fo to. diſpoſe; and order your preſent — "Ms 
tion, that finding no reſt and content here, ou 
might the more ardently pant and figh after the 
reſt which remains far the people of God. And 
are you not in as probable a way to attain 
as end now as you. were before ? Do N 17 N 
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46 Advice and e the Gan. 


think you are not as likely by theſe methode 
of providence to be weaned from the world, 
as by more pleaſant and proſperous ones; e- 
very wife man reckons that ſtation and con- 
dition to be beſt for him, which moſt: pro- 
motes and ſecures his laſt End and e De- | 


Well . reckon you are as well withour 
theſe things as with them; yea, and better 


too; if they were but clogs and ſnares upon 


your affections, you have really loſt noth 5 
$ 


if the things wherein your eternal happin 


conſiſteth be yet ſafe. Many of God's deareſt 
children have been denied ſuch comforts as. 
theſe; and many have been deprived of them, 
and yet never the farther ftom erer! and. hes 
1 for ans.. 
3. Confd, Always reniendey that how foon 
and unexpected ſoever your parting with your 
relations was, yet your leaſe was. expired before 
you loſt them, and you enjoyed them every 
moment of the time that God intended Ow. 
for ou. 

Before this: a ad toſs you eines 
was born, the time of vour enjoyment and ſe- 
peration was unalterably fixed and limited ia 
heaven, by the God of the ſpirits of all fleſn ; 


and although it was a ſecret to you whilſt your 


friend was with you; yet now it is a plain and 


evident thing, that this was the time of ſepa- 


ration before appointed, and that the life f 
your ons. wald OY” no mean be I” proven / 


| ale the Les of cho ee 9 


or abbreviated, but muſt keep your companys 
juſt ſo far, and then part with you. 

This poſition wants no full and clear ſerips 
ture authority forits foundation, how pregnant 
and full in that text, Job xxiv. 5,6. Seeing 
his days are determined, the number of his 
months are with thee: thou haſt appointed | 
him his bounds! which he cannot paſs.” » 

The time of our life, as well as the place of 1E 


our habitation, was prefixed before we war 4 


born 

It will S condvice to? your ſertlement | 
and peace to be well eſtabliſhed in this truth; | 
that the appoint ed time was fully come, when | 
you and your dear relation parted; for it will 
prevent and ſave a great deal of trouble which 
comes from our after-reflections. 

O! If this had been done or that chad F 
had ic not been for ſuch miſcarriages and 
over-ſights, my dear huſband, wife or child, had 
been alive at this day if No, no, the. Lord's 
time was fully come, a 0 all things concurred 
and fell in together, to bring about the plea- 
dure of his will, let that ſatisfie you: had the 
ableſt phyſicians in the world been ee. 
had they that were there, preſcribed another 
courſe, as it is now, ſo it would have been, 
when they had done all. Only it muſt be 
precautioned, that the decree of God no way 
excuſes any voluntary ſinful neglects or miſ· 
Carriages, God over-rules theſe things to 
ſerve his own ends, but no way approves chem 
but it greatly relievers again all our involves 


.. a 
; a 


48 "At to the Cody, 
tary and unavoiqable over · ſights and miſtakes 
about the uſe of means or the timing of them; 
for it could not be otherwiſe than now eit is. 
Os jection. But many things are alledged wn 
ink this poſition, and that with much ſeems 
ing countenance from ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, 
Pſal. liv. 25. Blood thirſty men ſhall not 
live out half their days, Eccleſ. vii. 18. 
Why ſhouldeſt thou die before thy tim?“ 
Pſal. cii. 243. O my God, take me nos a 
way in the midſt of my days.” Iſa, xxviii.tand 
Prov. x. 27. © The fear of the Lord pro- 
longeth days, but the years of the wicked 
ſhall- be ſhortened,” It is demanded, what tob 
erable ſenſe we ean give theſe ſcriptures; whilſt . 
we aſſert an unalterable fixation of the term ol 
death. altes 
Anjwer. The fronds of theſe ene will be 
cleared up to full ſatisfaction by viſlig ating 
death and the terms of it, % 1 ITE 
Firſt, We muſt diſtinguiſh death i into Na 
tural and Violent. 501 
The wicked and blood thirſty man mall not 
* out half his days; that is, half ſo long a8 
he might live according to the courſe of nature, 
to the vigour and ſoundneſs of his natural con- 
ſtitution; for his wickedneſs either. drowns 
nature in an exceſs of riot and luxury, or ex- 
Poſes him to the hand of juſtice, which cuts him 
off for his wickedneſs before he hat accom- 
pliſhed half his dayͤs. 29 
Again, we muſt diſtinguiſh of the term of 
limit for death, which is either, * r 


* l 
The | 


| The erat” limit 3 is now anbe or eighty 
| years, Pſal. AC. 10. 2 The days of Our „ears 
are threeſcore years and ten, and if by reaſon 
of ſtrength they be foutſeore. Tan e is theie 
ſtrength labaur and ſorrow. 2 0 this ſhoret 
limit, the life of man is y reduced 
fince the flogd 2 and though. —— be „ſo s 
few exceptions, | yet the L re 4s: nou 1 1 
thereby deſtroyed; * 1 725 47 1755 
The. ſpeeial Amit is that fee tins? 9 
which. God by his own counſel; and will hath 
allotted to every individual perſon : and it is 
only known to us by the event: This we afs 
firm to be a ſixed and unmoveable term, with 
it all tkings ſhall fall in, and obſerve the will 
of God in _— diſſolution at that time. But 
becauſe the general limit is known, and this 
ſpecial limit is a ſecret! hid in God's own'breaſt; 
therefore man reckons by the former account, 
and may be ſaid} when he dies at thirty or for- 
ty years old, to be cut off in the midſt: of his 
days; for it is ſo, reckoning by the general ac 
eount; though he be not cut off till the end ok 
his days: reckoning by his ſpecial limit. 
Thus he that is wicked dies before his meg 
chat is, the time he might attain to in an or- 
dinary way s but not before the time God N 
Wee ae MAT ö jected" ſcr 
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at this time; and ende I ſhall for whe 8 
| | font; wave the controverſy. and wind up thit 
conſideration with an humble and ſerious mo- 
tion to the afflicted; that they will wiſely con- 
ider the matter, the Lord's time was come. 
Tour relations lived with you every moment 
chat God intended them for mow before yo 
dad them. | 
| O parents! mind this, 1 beſeech your che 
time of your child's continuance in the womb 
was fixed to a minute by the Lord: and when 
the parturient fulneſs of that time was come, 
Were you not willing it ſhould be delivered 
thence into the world? The tender mother 
would not have it abide one minute longer in 
the womb, how well. ſoever ſhe loved it: and 
is there nat the ſame reaſon we ſhould be will. 
ing when God's appointed time is come to 
have it delivered by death out of this ſtate 
which, in reſpect of the life of heaven, is bot 
as the life of a child | in the womd,. to 12 life in 
wo. open world. 49 
And let none fay Fes death. of childrens 
a p1zmature death. God hath: ways to tipen 
chen for heaven, whom he intends to gather 
thither betimes, which we know not: in reſpett 
of fitneſs they die in a full age, though they of 
_ off in the bud of their time. Vt 
He that appointed the ſeaſons of the — 
inted the ſeaſons of our comſorts in rela- 
tions. And as thoſe ſeaſons cannot be altered; 
no more can theſe. ' All the courſe of provi. 
dence i: guidgd by an unalterable W "4 / 
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falls out caſually . 
out neceſſarily | in ; 


— 
8 

- 

„ needs be as it ia. „ 
t . Confider. Hath God Pe your darling „ 
and taken away the delight of your eyes with 
dis ſtroke ? Bear this ſtroke with patience and 
quiet ſubmiſſion:: For how know you but your. 
d Ef rrouble might have been greater from the life, 
| BF than it is now from the death of your children? 
, Sad experience made a holy man once 8 | 
f ſay, It is better to weep: for ten dead chil- 

"i © dren, than for one livin child: A hing. 
child may prove 4 continual dropp yeaz a 

| continual dy ing to the parents heart, hate 
fad word was that of David to Abſhai. 2 Sam. 

ö xvi. 11. © Behold. (Gith he) my ſon which. -- rao 
eme out of my bowels ſeeketh my life.” 1 
remember Seneca in his coniolatory en to 
| his friend Marullus, be | 


Rgravating the death of h 7 
O (ſalth Marultus) hed. my child lived : 
* with me, to how modeſty, gravity and 
* prudence, might my diſcipline. have formed 
© and moulded him?” But ſaith Seneca, (which 
Is more to be feared) He might have been, 
as moſtly others are, for look (faith he) umher 
© children come even out of the worthi 
c n z oeh . exerciſe boch e 
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32 Advice and Support to the Godly; 
and others luſts, in all whoſe lifethere is ot 
© a day, without the mark of -fome das nas 

* wickedneſs upon RE: | 
I know your tender loye to your eltaitn, 
will ſcarce 2Jeoir ſuch jealouſies of them; they 
are for the preſent, ſweet, lovely, innocent 
companions; and you doubt not bot by- your 
care of their education, and prayer for them, 
they might have been the joy of your hearts. 
Why, doubtleſs Efav, when he was little 
and in his tender age, promiſed as much com- 
fort to his parents as Jacob did, and F queſtion | 

not but Iſaac and Rebecca (a gracious pair) 
| ſpent as many prayers, and beſtowed as many 

holy counſels upon him wy they did vj Dn. þ 
brother: But when the child grew up to ripe 

years, then he became a ſharp aeg to bis 
parents: for it is ſaid, Gen. xxvi. 34. That 
when Eſau was forty years old, he rook to wiſe 
Judith the daughter of Beerith the *Hitrite, 
which was a great grief to mind of Ifaae an 
Rebecca,” \ The word in the original, eotiet 
from a root that ſignifies to imbditter * : this 
child imbittered the minds ot his ee 
his rebellion againſt | them, and deſpit 
ie) e- 3 eee broad | 

And 1 cannot doubt but Abra amy diſei 
ed his family as ſtrictly as any of you,” never 
man received an higher encemium from 
upon chat account, Gen. #viii. 19, * res 
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: cocles (faith, he) lived. not to-ſee the 90895 
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him. that he will contend. . . A 
his houſehold after him, and they ſhall Keep 
the way of the Lord,” Nor can I chink, RN. 
he beſtowed as mapy and frequent prayers for 
his children, and particularly. or his Iſhmael, 
as any of you: we find one, and that a very 
athetical one recorded, Gen. Xvi. 18. 1 
that Iſhmael might live before thee?” And yet 


you know how he ptoved, a ſon chat viel, ed. 


him no more comfors he, Elau 8; to e 
and Rebecca. wo 

O! how much mote common is it for pa- 
rents to ſee the vices, and evils of their chil» 
dren, than their virtues and graces? And 
where one parent lives. to rejoice in beholdin 
the grace of God ends forth jn the liſe 2 
his 19905 there are twenty, it may be a hun- 
dred, that live to behold to their „ 
grief, 1 workings of corruption in them. 

It is a note of Plutarch in his morals*, < 


victory obtained by Themiſtocles to his ſon, 
© Nor Miltiades to ſee the battle his fon Ci- 
mon won in the field. Nor Zantippus ta 
* hear his ſon Perciles preach, and make ora- 
tions. Ariſton never heard his ſon Plato's 
lectures and diſputations, But men (ſaitn 
c * he) commonly live to ee their children fall 

a gaming, revelling, drinking, and whoriogz 


* multitudes ave: i fee ſuch, things, to their 
„ bat 
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Plutarch, Moral, page 223 
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EY and Nope to the ty, 


„ ſorrow.” And if thou be a gracious ſqul, o 
That a cut would this be to chy very heart? | 
to fee thoſe (as David ſpake of his ſob Ab⸗ 
falom) that came out of thy bowels to be a | 
finning againſt God, that God whom thou lov- 
eſt, and whoſe honour is dearer to thee than 1 
thy very Hife. LOST | 

'But ale they ſhould prove eien abt e. 
ful children, yer mighteſt thou not live co fee - 
more miſery come vpon him than thou cquld- ; 


eſt endure to fee? O think what 4 fad and 


doleful fight was that 10 Zedekiab, Fer: I. 10, | 
er The king of Babylon brought bis rg tr 
and flew x Fob before his eyes.“ Horrid | - 
tacle And that leads to the : 

1 5 Confider, How know you, but by this 
Atroke which you ſo lament, God Nad taken 
them away from the evil to come? © 

It is God's vſual way when ſome ende 
nary calamities are coming upon the world; to 
hide ſome of his weak and tender ones gut of 
the way by death, Ha. Iii. Ti 2. He leavey 
ſome, and removes others, but taketh care for 
the ſecurity of all, He provideth a” grave for 
Methbuſelah before the flood. The grave is aa 
biding-place to ſome, and God ſees it better 
for them to be under ground, thay above 
ground in ſuch evil days £6 

Juſt as a cafeful and iet father, w 0 hard 
a ſon abroad at thool, hearing the plague ia 
broken, out in, or near the place, fends his 
horſe preſently to fetch home his ſor, before / 


the Gioger a anc 4 icylty, be e 7 WW is, 


% 


— 


our Father's be horſe which be cadre — 
home his: tender children, and carry them 
of harm? 8 way. 2.06 Cat Abs Mott 33 4 £ OTF N 1 19 53 

Surely, When tietional. calamiti 5 awd 
ing on, it is far better for our friends le 


the grave in peace, than expoſed to the miſo- 5 


ries and diſtreſſes that are here, which is the 
meaning of Jeremiah, chap. xxii. 10. “We Weep 
not for the dend; neither bemoan him; wut 
weep for kim chat goeth-away;. for he halb wes | 
turn no more; nor ſes his native countrys 21001. 
And is there not a dreadſul ſound af ]. 
bles now in our en 


1 


ft 8 to be p Nn e e 
Ives or afffictio . n Fe 
in which you ſhall wh ec Blefled cape / 
eg acer bare, anc the pape e cod N 
12 N 
It. was in the diy: 1 the tuch apa 
ence of: the ſaints were/exerdiſed, 9 
heard a voice from heaven; Laying 0 him, 
« Write Bleſſed- re the dead winch'die inthe 
_—_ from henceforth.” bo ga bits if 555 * Ia # 
Thy friend by an act of f 
by de ath, whilſt thou thyfelf are left b to endurè 


a great fight of afligion:- And new. if tow. - : i 


bles come, thy cares and fears will be ſo much 
the le, and tl thy own death = much. the caſi- 


en At Afi > he tad of W 


er to thee ; when fo much s yin heaven. 


already, ' In —— fu 
diſpenſation; is providing both f ay, 
and G7 own , pail > to „ 


ars ? Do not cke chonds ga- 1 
ther blackneſs? Surely all things round above Wo 
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* oh cemaring! 18 friends eng ;hand, a 


xiv. 7. What I do thou knoweſt not now, 4 


rt 10 oh Ma 


ſeems to ſay to thee, as he did to Peter, John 
hereafter thou ſhalt know it. The eye * 


Providence hath a proſpect far beyond A it. 
would be in probability an harder taſk for 
thee to leave them. behind. n to follow 

them. ee, e L Tic: ang: „ 

A tree that is deeply rooted. in earth, 


requires many ſtrokes to lll, 14 2 
roots are loeſened beſure hand, then 2 6 caſy. 


ſtroke lays-it down upon the earth. n ö 


4 
— 
F 
* 


— mortals and that. 
2. Aich Baſil) had a 


6. Conider. A parting time muſt . : 


— why is. not this as good as another? 1 . 


he our, child or frien 
[tes that linketh 
I lf any on 1 
6 when your chile 
© was born, What is I which is bar: ! 
© what. would you have - anſwered? Would 
you not have; faid;.It.js a man? And. if 4 
man: Then mortal wagiſhing thing. And 
„hy then. are e e math. y 1 0 to 
'Y * ſet a dying thing dead? RL 06457 77H 

< + He (faith. Seneca) who. cmd that 
c one is. dead, complains that he was a man 


All men are ander the, ſame wens . : 


Tou know: before h 


au together, muſt b 


ie * „ CN 16 
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* Aequo: Hr ants aceipe ene qua wn 
. wn om. tum wary Sen. * #92, 1 | 
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"> Seneca s Exit, 14. 0 KAY 


4 of Dear Relatitns, 1 
Gre, it gal. ebe borns to hint ir ain 
die. FC 2 444 3 x"; at E. * 
| we are indeed diſtinguiſhed by the in erva 
but equalized in the iſſue: It is appointed 
to all men ones to die, Heb. ix. 27. There is 
a ſtatute law of heaven in the caſe. * 
Poſſibly you think this ade world ch for | 
parting that could be; had you: enjoyed! it 
longer, you could have parted eaſier, but how 
are you deceived in that? The longer — 
enjoyed it, the loather still vou would have 
been to leave it: the deeper it TIONS! 
rooted itſelf in-youralfeftions, 7 (i. 6 
d giren you fuch e priviley 2 


the utes betwixe ou; and your: Fiend th vid 
-_ be diffelved, til} you yourſelf were wills 
ing it ſhould de Aden erben, think y | 
would you have: been willm be die 
ſolved? „ 4 a H nee wont 
I is ll fort u doors thati our times are 
in God's Band, and not in our own.: . And 
how immature ſocyer it ſet me d to be ht 
was cut de un: yet it me to the ve in 
full age, „asia ſhock of corn in its * 
v. 26, They that are in Chriſt, and im chm wer- 5 
venant, never die unſeaſenabiy whenſoever 
they die (ſaith one upon the tent . Tx 
die in-# poedold age rs rhough they die 
in the - PUR woah er "Ovens. — MN EE] 
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58 aAfdvice an At be Colts 1 
in a good old age, that is, They are ripe ſon 
© death AB ads they die. Whenever the 
* godly die it is harveſt time with him: tho”. 
in a natural capacity be be cut down while 
*: he is. green, and cropt in the bud or bloſ- 
«© ſom; yet in his ſpiritual capacity he never | 
dies before he is ripe ; God can ripen ripen | 
©! his ſpeedily, he can let out ſuch warm rays 
© and beams of his ſpi irit upon them, as ſhall 
0 ſoon maturate the feeds, of ! into a pre . 

* paredneſs for glory. 
It was doubtleſs the * fit * fenfonebls 
time for them that ever they could die; and a 
it is a fit time for them, ſo for you alſo- Had 
ic lived longs, It might either have engaged - 
| 2 more, and ſo your parting would have been 
harder; or elſe have puzzled and ſtumbled 
vou more by diſcovering i its natural-corru pions 
— then what a ſtinging ag ravation of Four 
ſorrow would chat have been TOs 10 
-\:Burely the Lord of. time is the beſt, * 
dine, and in nothing do we more diſeovet ou 
ſolly and caſbacſs, th than in preſuming to ſix the 
times either of our comforts, or. . * 
for our comforts, we never think 24 
come tos ſoon, we would have them pre endl ys 
whether the ſeaſon be fit or not, as Num, Xii. 
23. Heal her now, rd. O let it be dane 
ſpeedily, we are in poſt haſte for our com 
and for our afflictions, we never think. they | 
come late enough; 3 nor at this time, Lord, K | 
ther at any other time than now. z 4 
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all beautiful in their ſeaſons, and acver-doth 


der. 
ble, the covenant you have made with God, 
= what you ſolemnly promiſed him in che 
ay you took him for your God, „ 
* _ will- be very ſeaſonable and uſeful far: „ 
Chriſtian, ar this timed ta reflect upon theſe 
tranſactions, and the frame of thy beatt in 


thoſe days, When an beavler [load of forrow | 


preſt hy heart, than thou now feeleſt, | 
In thoſe your ſpiricual diſtreſſes, when: 0 
burden of Aalen hea' 


nity beſet thee on evtry fide; and ſhut thee 
up to Chriſt, the only door of hope: Ab, what 


good news wouldſt thou then have accounted | 


it, to eſdape that <a wich any Joſs of al 


earthly comforts ? | 
Was not this thy ery zee days,- « Lord; 


.Call tomind in Wie ep fre. 


vy, the curſe of the law, 
- fear of hell, the dread of death and eter- 


| 


* give me Chriſt, and deny. -me; whatever elſe . 


© thou pleaſeſt? Pardon wy fin, ſave my ſuul a 
© and in order to both, dier me with Ohriſt, 


and. I will never repine or 5 my mouth. 
; 


© Do what thou wilt with me; ſet me be friend» 
© le, let me be childleſs, let me be poor, let 
© me: be any —_ ami ran 
* graceleſs, b bal, oe 13 9943 (ins 
And oben the Lord 
and- ſhewed thee mercy hen be 


from the world _ * were rear. 


* 


2 Bot ir i good > ho „ 1 
the one and the other to him, whoſe works are 
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22 une d, 
an thee Ate hich when he was 1 
up thy heart e the terms of his covenant, 
made tee Willing to accept Chriſt? upon tis. | 
own terms: O then how heartily didſt thon 
ſubmit to his yoke, as moſt reaſbnadle and eaſy 
at that time it ſeemed: to the,: 
Ouall to mind theſe days, the ſecret places | 
where Chriſt and you made the bargain: Have - 
not theſe words, or words: to this ſenſe, been 
whiſpered by thee into "eng with "re pping- 
eye and melting heart? 31. 
LORD JESUS, here ans poor guilty 
0 inner, deeply laden with ſin, fear and 
upon one hand, and there is a juſt GOD, 2 
Y I. gs Law, and-everlaſting | Burning upon 
. the other hand; but bleſſod be God, O bleſ-. 
a ſed be GOD for: JESUS the Mediator, who 
5 interpdſerh/{betwixr/ me and it. Thou art 
-*:the only door of hope at which I ean eſcape; 
F. thy blood the omy means of my pardon and 
© falvation. Thou haſt ſaid; Come unto me 
£211] ye. hat labour and are heavy: laden.“ 
Thou haſt promiſed, that ne that cometh. to 
c thee ſhalt in no wiſeibe:caſt out.. 
1 Bleſſed JESUS, thy. Poor creature com- 4 
£ eth to thee on theſe encouragements.: I; 
come, O but it is with many ſtaggerings, 
irh many doubts and ſears of the iſſuei et 
il am willing to come asd W. covenant = 
with thee this day 


La 6 21 Aeg 


% Hitake the thie da) to tony uch 
and ſubmit heartily nt my diſpofalb: do 
bet * With 1 with mine z Jet 

f me 4 
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in tile $94 Dl kW 72 05 I 
wouldſt have m 2 
myſelf to 7 thisday 
am, all 21 have, wb chinese 5 in 0 
ſerve thee, and thine to he diſp 0 at, 05 
« pleaſure.. Thou ſhalt henceforth be n al 
c hight LORD, my chiefeſt COT Dt 
tend, „ N e x eat 
Now, Chriſtian, meke | f 94 4 SI | 
what thou ſo ſoleninly; promiſec 1 1 5 1 
ſay, he hath diſpoſed of this t 5 47 * relation ; 
as pleaſed him; and is, thereby crying thy up-. 1 
rightaeſs /| in the covenant which thou mac 7s 
with him; now. . where ! is the ſatisfactio 
content thou promi edit t to take in all hjs | 
poſals ! Where is t #5) e ſub 
to his will l. Dane 7 eu this al 
that is come u race MER 3.3 
Didft a0 2 him, com! ; 17 14 con- 
tent thou ſhalt When thou ple aſeſt take zany” 
thing I have, ſave only itt page wife, 
or this dear child: 1 rel tryed chiHoue er the 
. bargainz I hall gever.endure t as al 5 
kill this comfort ? If ſo, thou d in all this 
but prove thyſelf an hypocrite; f thou waſt 
ſincere in thy coyenant, as Chriſt 45 
ſerves on his part, ſo ĩhou hadſt none on thine. 
It was all without any exception thau then 
reſignedſt to him, aud naw. wilt thoy. Sobek 
from thy word, ag Dne that had A fed 
himſelf, and tepeuts the bargain f Ot at lea 
as one that hath 9 _ ſolemn tranſ- 
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Fer ſt anfaithfulneſs: he hath-beeriffaithful to 4 
: E. 


Vvben my children were about me,” 


8 r As Pity - 
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ppori bee 
Actions in the ee. of :thy -diftreſs? Wberes 


hath CHRIST failed in one title that he pri- 


Ex thee ? Chafge him if thou canſt With the 


on his part; O be thou ſo upon thin 
this day ĩt is put to the pool, remember w 


thou haſt promiſed him, 


g. Qmnſider. But if thy. oovenant with Gol 
will not quiet thee, yet methinks God's cove 


g nant with thee might be preſumed to do it. 


Is thy family, which was lately hopeful and 
Boutiſhinig, a peaceful:tabernacle, now:broken 
up and ſcattered? Thy poſterity from Which 
thou raiſedſt up to-thyſelf great expectations 
of comfort, in old age, cut off? So that thou 
-art now like neither to have a aer memo 


rial left thee in the earth. 


Doſt thou ſit alone, and mourn, PE think 
whitherto thy hopes and . comforts are nom 
come ? 

Doſt thou read over theſe words m Job, 
Chap. xxix. 1, 2, 3, 4, C. and comment up- 
on them with many teats? ce O that I wete as 
in months paſt, as in the day when God pre- 


ſerved me! When his candle ſnined upon my 


head, and when by his light I walked through 
darkneſs! As 1 was in the days of my-youth, 
when the ſecret of God was upon my taber- 
-nacle, when the Almighty was Vet with me, 


Yet let the covenant GOD hath made with 


"thee, comfort thee i in this Uh geſolate n 


tion. | 
Ye 


id 


—— 
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Fou know 3 ee kia 1. D 
vid met with in a ſad ſucceſſioa , di only 7 
the death of children ont which was much 


worſe, from the. wicked lives of his children. 


There warinceſt, murder, and rebellion in his 


feat) ; a far ſorer trial: than death i in their 
infancy could have been; and ye ſee how. 
ſweetly he relieves himſelf from the covenant! 
of grace, in a Sam. xxiii. g, Although my 
houſe be not ſo with Godz yet hath: he made 
with me an everlaſſing covenant,. ordered in 
all things and ſute: For- this is all my ſalva- 
tion, and all my deſie, alhough- he make it 
not to grow.” | 
I Know. this-place p Se e to Chriſt, | 
who was to ſpring out of David's family, ac: 
cording, to God's covenant made. with him in 
that behalf. And yet I' doubt not but it hath 
another, though leſs. — aſpect · upon his 
own family : over all the afſſicbions and tou - 
bles whereof the covenant of- GOD wich him, 
did abundantly: comfort him- 
And as it comforted him, alihough: lis bouſe 
did not increaſe, und thoſe that were leſt were 
not ſuch as he. deſired :: ſo it may abundantly 
comfort you alſo, whatever troubles or death“ 
be upon your families, who have ieee in 
the covenant, For, * 
Firſt, If you be GODS: covenant pg | 
though he may afflict, yet he will never forget 
you, Pſalm iii. 9˙ « He is ever miadful of nhia 
eovenant.“ Lou are - 1 rr n hoes 


64 Atvich und Support to the | Godt; 3 
ia Fo deepeſt afllictiens, as in the” greateſt | 
flouriſh of your proſperity, 1 
ou find it hard to forget your child, tho 
it be now turned to an heap of corruption; and 
hwathſome rottenneſs: O how doth your mind 
run upon it night and day! your thoughts tire 
not upon thatſſubject: Why ſurely it is much 
more:eaſy for . to forget your child *whilft- 
living and moſt endearing; much more when. 
dead and undeſirable, than it is fot your God 
to forget you, Iſaiah xlix. 15. Can a woman 
forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſnould not 
bave cempaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? a 
they may forget, yet will not ] forget thee,” “ 
Can a woman; 'the more affectionate is, 
ſorget hen i cking child; her own child, and 
not a nurſing child; her own child, hilt; it (- 
hangs on the breaſt, and together with the 
milk from the bibaſt; draws love from its mo- 
ther's heart: Can ſuch à thing as this be in 
nature? Poſſibly it may; for creature-love is 
fickle and vertable;; but 1 will not forget thee 
it is an everlaſting covenant, © | 
_ ++ Secondly, As he will never forget you in your 
e fo he will order all your troubles for 
Four good: : it is a well ordered covenant, ora 
covenant orderly diſpoſed. So that my thing 
ſhall work together for your Wanne ee en 
The) covenant ſo orders all your krinle, 
ranks and diſpoſes your various troubles ſo, 
as they ſhall in their orders and places ſweetl7 
co-operate and join their united influences td E: 


make vou happy. 2 5 mbly 
OI | 


r 


* 


wider the Loſs of their Rel] 6 
Poſſibly you cannot ſee how tie pfeſent af - 
fiction ſhould be for your good, you are ready 
to ſay with Jacob, Gen, xliiz 56: © Joſeptris not 
and Simeon is not; and ye will take Waren 15 
away; all theſe things are againſt me.“ But 
could you once ſee how ſweetly and: orderly” 
all theſe aflitions- work- under the bleſſing 
and influence of the covenant to ydur eternil | 
good ; yo would not only be quiet, bur thank» 
ful for that” which now ſo. muen alfliets and 
troubles you. 

Thirdly, This covenant is nov! only elk : 
ordered in all things, but ſure: the mereies 
contained in it are called * the ſure:mercies of 
David,” Iſa. lv. 3. Now; how ſweet, how ſea- 
ſonable a - port doth this -confideration'-give 
to God's afflicted under the- rod Tou lately 
made — ſure of that creature comfort 
which hath forſaken yeu. 1s may be you ſaid- 
of your child which is-now gone, as Lamech 
ſaid of his ſon-Noah, Gen. v. 29. This ſame 
ſhall comfort us concerning our work, and toil 
of our hands.“ Meaning, that his ſon ſhould 
not only comfort them by aſſiſting them iu the 
works of their hands, but for enjyying che fruie 
of their toil and pains for him. 

Probably ſuch thoughis you have had, and” | 
raiſed up. to yourſelves great expectations of = 
comfort in your old age from it; but now you. | 
ſee you build upon the ſand : and where were 
you now, if you had not a firmer bottom to · 
build upon? But bleſſed be God, the cove-- 
nant-mercies are more ſure and ſolid : God, -Y 

| G3 ; | Chrilt,, | ww | 


Chung, und heavens n never ic fare or fa le $: eſe | 


th bings 0. n N n thts 25 11 
Tha he, ſweeteſt creature enjoyments you ever 
0 or have in this world, cannot ſay to ou 
as your- God doth, © 1] will never leave thee, nor 
ſorſake thee. You muſt part with your dear 
huſpands, how. well ſoever you love them; 


ou muſt bid adieu to the wife of your boſom, 
how. neasly ſoever your affections be linked, 
and heart delighted in her. Tour children 


and you muſt be ſeparated, though, they. be to | 


you, as your o] foul, 


But tho' theſe e th away, bleed be God, 


chere is ſomething that abides. Though all 


lle ſh be as graſs, and the goodlineſs of it as the 


Yower, of the graſs, though the graſs wither. 
 eth, and the flower thereof, fadeth, ee. the 


Spirit of the. LORD bloweth upon it: yet the 


word of our 60D ſhall ſtand for wor I. 


xl. 6. 7. f.. There is ſo much of ſupport con- 


tained in his our conſideration, that could but 


your faith fix here, to realize, and apply it, 1 


might lay down my pen at this period, and 


ſay, the work is done, there needs no more. 
9. Conſider. The hope of the reſurrection 
ſhould powerfully reſtrain all exceſſes of ſor- 


| 58 1 in thoſe that do profeſs i it, x H FIR” | 


Loet them only mourn without „ who 1 
mourn, without hope, The huſbandman doth 
not mourn when he coaſts his leed corn into 
the earth, becauſe te ſows in hope; commits 


it to the ground with an expectation. to receive 
UL 8: an with 1 eee 5 Wy; thus, ſtands. |, 


the 


WT 
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the caſe; here, and juſt ſo the apoſtle. 33 
1 Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. But I would not have 


you to be ignorant, brethten, concerning them 
which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow. 72 even as 
others which have no h : for if we believe 
that JESUS. died an "coſe again, even ſo. 


them alſo which fleep | in JESUS, will 60 
bring with him.” | 
As if he ſhould ſay, . not upon $a 1 
as a Joſt. genera:ion:.,T hink not that death 


hath annihilated and utterly deſtroyed them. 


O no, they are not dead but only aſleep, 


and if they ſleep, they ſhall awake again. You 
do not uſe to make out cries and Jamentations 
for your children and friends when you find 
them aſleep upon thei r beds. Why, 
but a longer fleep, out of which they ſhall as, 
ſorely awake-as ever they! did. in the morning 
in this world. 


I have often wondered at "2 golden Ga. 


tence in Seneca, thoughts of the dead 
« (ſaith he) ate not as others are; I have fair 


© and Kg i of them; for I. 


9 enjoyed them as one that reckoned, I muſt 
part with them; and I part. with them as one 
© that makes account to have them.“ Lins 0 
He ſpeaks, no doubt, of that enjoyment ak 


them, which his. pleaſant contemplations of 


their virtuqus. actions comp give ich loch 


T2 Habui | enim inos tanquam amiſſuros, ane 
« tungen 3 Seneca Ep. * 


10 ath is 


. * 
— — — 


5 

l U 
4 
f 

1 
ſ 


6: Advice and Supph ae „„ 
was-wholly unacquainted with the comfortable. 
and heart ſupporting doctrine of the reſurrec- 
tion. Had te known the advantages Which. 
reſult thence, at what a rate may we think he 
would have ſpoken of: the dead and: of their 
ſtate: But this you profeſs to believe, and yer: 
ſink at a — rate. O ſuffer not Gentiliſm: 
to out-vie Chriſtianity, -. Let not gans chal- 
lenge the greateſt beſievers, to out · q them in+ 
à quiet and. cheerful behaviour under” afflie-- 
tions. 
l beſeech thee, reader: if y deceaſed friend: 
have left thee any: ſolid | of hope that 
he died intereſted in Chrift, and the covenant;; . 
that thou wilt directly ponder: theſs admirable” - 
foppores which che-doftine of the: reſurreQtion + 


affords, | 

That the ſame- body: dle n 60. 
pleaſant a ſpectacle to chee, ſhall be reflored: 
again; yea, the ſame-numerically, as well as 
the ſame ſpecifically : : ſo that it ſhall not only 
be what ic was, but the who it was. Theſe” 
eyes ſhalf behold him, and not another, Job 
xix. 27; &c, The very ſame body you laid, 
or. are no about to lay in the grave, .ſhall-be. 
reſtored again : Thou ſhalt find thy ewn huſ- 
band, wife, or child,, or friend again: n. 
the ſcIf lame; and not another. 

Secondly, And farther, this is ſupporting⸗ 
that as you hall, ſee the ſame perſon that was 
ſo dear to you; ſo you ſhall know them: to be 
the ſame that were once endeared to you « n } 
earth in. ſo: . relation. | 4 

Indeed: 
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Indeed you ſhalł know them no more in anyy 
carnal relation, death diſſolved that bond 
But you ſhall know them 10 be. ſuch, a8 onre 
were your dear relations in this world, and be 
able to ſingle them out among that great mul 
titude, and ſay, This was my father, mother, 


huſband; wife, or child, This was the perſog, 
for whom I wept and made ſupplication, wha: 


vuas an inſtrument of good to me, or to whoſe! 
ſalvation God then made me inſtrumental. 


knowledge which is cumulative and perſective, 


whatſoever may enlarge and heighten our fe- 


Jicity. and fatisfaction, as this muſt needs be. 
allowed to do, Lucher's judgment in this. 


point being aſked by his friends at ſupper the : 
\ 


© her, yet when he awaked and ſaw ber, he 


evening before he died; Repiied thus, What 
© (ſaid ® he) befel Adam? Hie never ſaw Eve, 
but was in a deep ſleep when God formed! 


© aſked not, What ſhe! was, nor whence ſhe. 
came? Bur ſaith, * She was fleſh of his fleſhy. 
and bone of his bone.“ Now, how knew, he 
that? He being full of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
endued with the knowledge of God, ſpake 


K oa >a a 


Py 


be in the other life renewed by Chriſt, £ and. 
ſhall know our parents, our wives, and chil- 
And this among other things was that with 
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thus.” After the ſame manner we alſo ſhall | - 
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which Auguſtine comforted the lady Italica at- 
ter the death of her dear huſband, telling her,, 
That ſhe ſhouid know him in the world to 
© come among the glorified ſaints“.“ Tea, 
and a. greater than either of theſe, I mean, 


Paul, comforted: himſelf, that the Theſlaloni- 


_ abs. whom he had converted to Chriſt ſhould: 

be © his joy and crown of rejoicing in the pre- 
ſence of the LORD JESUS CHRISE at: 
his coming,” 1 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. which mult. 
needs- imply his diſtin knowledge of them in 
that day, which: muſt be. many. hundred years. 
after death hath ſeparated: them from each o- 
ther. Whether this knowledge ſhall be by-- 
the glorificd. eyes diſcerning au lineaments· or 
property of individuation remaining upon the 
glorified bodies of our relations, Gr, Whether 
it ſhall be by immediate revelation as Adam: 
knew his wife ; or as Peter, James, and John 
knew Moſes and Elias in the Mount,; as it is, 
difficult $0 derermine, ſo it is needleſs to pu- 
ale ourſel ves about it. 

It is the concurrent jodgment of found Di- 
vines, and it wants not countenance from 
ſeripture and reaſon, that ſuch a knowledge of: 
them ſhall be in heaven, _ then thy ſadneſs. 
of this parting, will be abundantly recompen» 
fed by the joy of that meeting. Epecaally 
eonſidering,. 

9 That at our next meeting , 
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never fear another parting pull, but be toge- 
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they were not alto 


moved in heaven, and for ever done away, 


No natural infirmities hang about-glorified bo- 
dies; nor finſul ones upon perſect ſpiriis of the 
Juſt. Oh! what lovely creatures will they ap» 
pear to you then, © When that which is ſown 
now in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in honour?“ 


1 Cor, xv. And then to crown all, 


Fourthly, You ſhall have an everlsſting 0 en- 


joyment of them in heaven, never to part a- 
gain. The. children of the reſurrection can die 
no more, Luke Ax. 36. 


pale lips, and cold checks no more; you ſhall 


ther with the Lord for ever, 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. 


And this the apoſtle thought an effectual cor- 


dial in this caſe, ka exhorted the Theſ- 


ſalonians * to. comfort one another with theſe | 


words,” 


10. Confider, The — felicity into which 


ſhould abundantly comfort Chriſtians over the 
death of ſuch, as * carried a lively hope 


out of the world with them, or have left good 
| grounds of ſuch an hope behind them. 

Some there are that carried a lively hope to 
heaven with them, who could evidence to 


themſelves and friends their n in Chriſt 


and 


be Lern more [defirable, pl and 
excellent than ever they were in this world. 
They had a :defirableneſs/in them here, but 


gether lovely, and in ever,; 
_ reſpe@ deſirable; they had their infirmities, 
both natural and moral; but all theſe are re- 


Yeu ſhall kiſs their 


all that die ia Chriſt are preſently admitted, - 


and in the Fare * though they hac 
died in ſilence, yet their converſations would | 
ſpeaks for them, and the tenour of their lives 
Leaves no ground of doubting, touching their | 

death; others dying in their infancy or youth, | 
though they carried not ſuch an actual h 
with them, yet they have left Ore of hope 1 


behind them. 14 
1 ponder theſe grounds, you 


have: - prayed for them, you have many times 
[wreſtled with the Lord on their behalf; vou 
1 ave i ken held of God's covenant for them, 
as well as for yourſelves, and dedicated them 
to the Lord; and they have not by any ac- 
tions of theirs deſtroyed thoſe groun s of your 
hope, but 9 you may with much Probable 
Iny conclude they are with Gd. 
Why, if the caſe be ſo, what abundant rea» 
ſon have you to be quiet and well ſatisfied 
with what God hath done? Can they be bet- 
ter chan where they are? Had you better pro- 
iſions and entertainments for them n than 
their heayenly Father hath above? et 
There is no Chriſtian parent in the. "ward 
but would rejoice to ſee his child out ·ſtrip and 
get beforc him in grace, that he may be more 
eminent in parts and ſervice than ever he was; 
and what reaſon 'can be given why. we. ſhould 
not as much rejoice to ſee our children get be= 
fore us in glory as in grace? They are gotten 
to heaven à few years before you, and is that 
matter of mourring? Would not your child 


Gf he were not ignorant of you) 0 * by | 
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did to, his friends a little before his death, 
when he ſaw them caſt down at the thoughts 
of parting, John xiv. 28, * If ye loved me, ye 


would rejoice, becauſe I go unto'the Father?” | 
As if he ſhould ſay, Do you value your own 


ſenſible comforts from my bodily preſence with 
you, before my glory and advancement in 
heaven? Is this the love to me? Or is it not 
rather ſelf-love? 8 e 
'So would your departed friend ſay to you? 
© You have profeſſed much love all along to 
© me, my happineſs ſeemed to be very dear to 
* mourn ſo exceedingly now? This is rather 
the effect of a fond and fleſhly, than of ra- 
tional and ſpiritual love : If ye loved me with 
a pure ſpiritual love, ye would rejoice that 1 
am gone to my Father. It is infinitely bet- 
ter for me to be here, than with you on 
earth, under fin and ſorrow, Weep not for 
me, but for yourſelves. N 
Alas, though you want your friend's compa- 
y, he wants not yours ; your. care was to pro- 
vide for this child, but Jeſus Chrift hath pro- 
vided infinitely better for ir than you could ; 
you intended an eſtate, bur he a kingdom for 
it: you thought upon ſuch or ſach a match, but 
Chriſt hath forbid all others, and married your 
child to himſelf, Would you imagine a high- 
er preferment for the fruit of your bodies? = 
A King from heaven hath ſent for your 


«„ „ 
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friend, and do you grudge at the journey? O 


think and think again, what an honour it is to 
„„ you, 


you: How comes it to paſs then, that you 
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74 Advice and Support ts the Godly, 
you, that Chriſt hath taken them out of your 
boſom, and laid them in his own: ſtript them 
out of thoſe garments you have provided, and 
clothed them in white robes, waſhed in the bl 
of the Lamb. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
rather rejoice exceedingly, that God made you 
inſtruments to repleniſh heaven, and whe 
forth an heir for the kingdom of GOD. 

Your child is now ating: GOD in an 
higher way than you can: and what. though 
you have loſt his bodily preſence for a time? 
yet I hope you do not reckon that to be your 
loſs which turns to God's greater glory... 
When Jacob heard his Joſep b was lord of 
Egypt, he rather wiſhed, himſelf with Joſeph, 
than his Joſeph with him, in wants and ftraits. 
So ſhould it be with you. You are yet rowling 
and toſſing upon a tempeſtuous ſea; but your 
friend is gone into the quiet harbour; deſite 
rather to be there, than that he were again at 
ſea with you. 

11. Cenſider. conſider how vain a thing all 
your troubles and ſelf-vexation is: It no way 
betters your caſe, nor eaſes your burthen, 

As a bullock by wreſtling and ſweating in 
the furrow, makes his yoke to be more. heavy 
and-galls his neck, and ſpends his ſtrength - 
the ſooner,, and no way helps himſelf by. 
that: Why, thus ſtands the caſe with thee | 
if thou be as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 

yoke: What Chriſt ſaith of Caring we may 

5 of Grieving, Mat. vi, 27. © Which of 1155 j 
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by taking thought, can add one cubit to 1 
ſtarure! 

Cares may break our ; lep yea, breit our 
hearts: but they cannot add to our ſtature ei- 


ther in a natural or in a civil notion: ſo'your - 


ſorrowing may ſooner break your hearts, than 


the yoke God hath laid on you. 


Alas, what is all this, but as the fluttering | 


of a bird in the net, which, inſtead of freeing 


doth but the more entangle itſelf ? it was there- 
fore a wiſe reſolve of David in this very caſe, 


when the will of God was ſignified in the 


death of his child, 2 Sam. xii. 23. © But now | 


he is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt? Canl 
bring him back again ? 1 ſhall go to bim, but 


he ſhall not return to me.“ 

Can I bring him back again? No, I can no 
more alter the. work and purpoſe of God, than 
I can change the ſeaſons of the year, or alter 
the courſe of ſun, moon, and ſtars, or diſturb 


the order of the day and night; which are all 
unalterably eſtabliſhed by a firm conſticntine 


and ordinance of heaven. 
As theſe ſeaſons cannot be chang ed by: men, 
ſo neither can this courſe 'and way of his pro- 


vidences be changed, Job xxiii. 13.“ He is of 


one mind, and who can turn him? And what 
his ſoul defireth, even that he doth.” Indeed 
while his pleaſure and purpoſe are unknown. 
to us, there is room for faſting and prayer to 


prevent the thing we fear: but when the pur- 


poſe of God is manifeſted in the iſſue, and the 


ogy is given, then it is the vaineſt thing ia 


H 2 the 
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the world to fret and vex ourſelves, as David's 
ſervants thought he would do, as ſoon as he 
| ſhould hear the child was dead: But he was 
wiſer than ſo, his tears and cries to God be · 
ſore, had the nature and uſe of the means to 
pre vent the affliction; but when it was come, 
and could not be prevented, then they were of 
no uſe, to no purpoſe in the world: Wheres 
fore ſhould I faſt?” as if he ſhculd. ſay, Ta 
what end, uſe, or Abe will it be now? 
Well then, caſt not. away your ſtrength and 
ſpirit to no advantage, reſerve them for future 
exerciſes and trials. ime may come, that you 
may need all the ſtrength you have, and much 
more, to ſupport greater burthens than this. 
12. Confider. The Lord is able to reſtore all 
| your loſt comforts in relations, double to you, 
if you meekly ſubmit to him, and patient 
wait upon him under the rod, 
When Eſau had. loſt his bleſſing, he ſaid, 
« Haſt thou but one bleſſing, my father? Gen. 
xxvii. 38. But your Father hath more bleſ- 
ſings for you than ore; His name is, The Fa- 
ther of mercies,” 2 Cor. xiii. He can beget and 
create as many mercies for you as he — 
relations, and the comforts of thera are at lit 
command. | 
It is but a few months or years paſt; and 
theſe comforts whoſe loſs - you now lament 
were not in beings nor did — know whence 
they ſhould ariſe to you; yet the. Lord gave 
the word, and commanded them for you; and 
if he pleale, | he con make the death of * 
| ut 
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but like a ſcythe to the meadow that is mown 
down, or a razor to the head, that is ſhaved 


bare; which though it lay you under the pre- 


ſent trouble and reproack of barrenneſs, yet 


doth but make way for a double increaſe, a 55 


ſecond ſpring with advantage, 


So that as it was with the captive church in 


reſpect of her ſpecial children in the days f 
her captivity and reproach, the Lord made up 
all with advantage to her; even to her own 
aſtoniſhment, Iſa. xlii, 20. The children which 
thou ſhalt have, after thou haſt Joſt the other, 


* 
0 want -- 


ſhalt ſay again in thy ears, The place is too | 


ſtrait for me, give place for me that I may 


dwell.” | | 


Thus may he deal with you as to your na- 


tural children and relations. So that what the 


man of God ſaid to Amaziah, 1 Chron, xxv. 
9. may be applied to the caſe in hand, © Ama- 
ziah ſaid to the man of God, but what ſhall we 
do for the hundred talents? And the man of 


God anſwered, The Lord is able to give thee 
much more than this.” V 
O ſay not, What ſhall I do for friends and 


relations? Death hath robbed me of all my com- 


fort in them. Why, the Lord is able to give 
you much more. But then as ever you ex- 


pect to ſee your future bleſſings multiplied, 
look to it, and be careful that you neither diſ- 
honour God, nor grieve him by your unſub- 
miſſive and impaticat carriage under the pre- 


ſent rod. 13 | | 
God took away all 1 288 children, and that 
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at one ſtroke, and the ſtroke immediate and 
extraordinary: And that when they were 
grown up, and planted (at leaſt ſome of them) 
in diſtin families; yea, whilſt they were en- 
dearing each other by the mutual expreſſions 
of affection, This muſt be yielded to be an 
extraordinary trial; yet he meekly receives, 

and patiently bears it from the hand of the 

LORD. | 5 4 - 

« You have heard of the patience of Job, 
(faith the Apoſtle James) chap. v. 11. and ſeen 
the end of the Lord Not only the gracious 
end or intention of the Lord in all his afflic- 
tions, but the happy end and iflue the Lord 
gave to all his afflictions of which you have 

the account, Job xlii. 10. The Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had before.” The number 
of his children was not double to what he had, 
as all kis other comforts were; but though the 
Lord only reſtored the ſame number to him 
again that he took away, yet it is like, the 
comfort he had in theſe latter children, was 
double to what he had in the former. There 
is nothing loſt by waiting patiently, and ſub- 
mitting willingly to the Lord's diſpoſal. 
It is as eaſy with the Lord to reviye, as it is 
to remove your comforts in relations. There 
i a ſweet expreſſion to this purpoſc in Pfalm 

viii. 28, © For thou, Lord, wilt light my can- 
dle, the Lord my God will enlighten my dark- 
neſs.” 8 e 

Every comſortable enjoyment, whether it 

be in relations, eſtate, health, or friends, is 
a candle lighted by providence for our cofie | 
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fort in this world, and they are but candles, 
which will not always laſt, and thoſe that laſt 
longeſt, will be conſumed and waſted at laſt ; 
but oftentimes it falls out with them as with 
candles, they are blown out before they are 
half conſumed ; yea, almoſt as ſoon as light- 
ed up, and then we are in the darkneſs for the 
preſent. | | g By 458-6 
It is a dark hour with us when theſe com- 
forts are put out: But David's faith did, and 
ours may comfort us with this; That he that 
blew out the candle can light up another, 
Thou, Lord, ſhall light my candle, the Lord 
my God ſhall enlighten my darkneſs.“ That is, 
The Lord will renew my comforts, after the 
preſent ſad eſtate I am in, and Chaſe away that 
trouble and darkneſs which at preſent lies up- 
on me. Only beware of offending him, at 
whoſe beck your lights and comforts come 
and go, Michal diſpleaſed the LORD, and 
therefore had no child unto the day of her 
death, 2. BU, e aid 8 
Hannah waiteth. humbly upon the Lord for 
the bleſſing of children, and the Lord remem- 
bered her, he enlightened, her condition with 
that comfort when ſhe was as a lamp deſpiſed, 
There is no comfort you have loſt, but God 
can reſtore it, yea, double it in kind, if he feeth ' 
it convenient for you. And if not then. 
1:3. Conſider. Conſider, Though he ſhould 
deny you any more comforts of that kind, yet 
he hath far better to beſtow upon you, ſuch as 
thele deſerve not to be named with, 
You have an excellent ſcripture to this pur- 


8 Advice and Support to the Godly, © 
poſe, in Iſa. 1. 4. 5. © For. thus ſaith the Lord 
unto the eunuchs that keep my ſabbaths, and 
chooſe the thiags that pleaſe me, and take hold 
of my covenant ; even to them will I give in 
my houſe, and within my walls, a place and 
a name better than of ſons and of daughters; 
1 will give them an everlaſting name that ſhall 
Not be cut off, 
| - Mens names are ſaid to be continued in 
their iffve *, in their male ifſue eſpecially, and 
conſequently to fail in ſuch as wanted iſſue, 
Num. xvii. 4. And a numerous iflue f is deem- 
ed no ſmall honour, Pſalm cxxvii. 4. 5. God 
therefore promiſed here to ſupply and make 
good the want of iſſue, and of whatſoever ei- 
ther honour here, or memorial hereafter might 
from it have accrued to them, but beſtowing 
upon them matter of far greater honour, and 
more durable; a name better, or before the | 
name of ſons or daughters. 
It is a greater honour to be the child of 
*® God, than to have the greateſt honour or com- 
fort that ever children afforded their parents in 
this world. 

Poor heart, thou art not dejected by this af. 
fliction that lies upon thee, as if all joy and com- 
fort were now cut off from thee in this world. 
A cloud dwells upon all other comforts, this 
affliction hath ſo imbittered thy ſoul, that thou 


taſteth no more in any other earthly comforts, 
T1 than 


4.6 
8 


of the point in hand, as I find it recorded by 


F 
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than in the white of an egg. O that thou didſt 
but conſider the conſolations that are with 


God for ſuch as anſwer his ends in. affliction, 


and patiently wait on him for their comfort 
he hath comforts for you far cranſcending the 
Jay of children, 

This ſome have found when their children | 
have been cut off from them, and that in ſo 
eminent a degree; that they have little. valued 
their comfort in children in -compagilon with 
this comfort, 

I will therefore ſet down a pregnant FR el 


the grave and worthy author of that excellent 
book, entitled,“ The fulfilling of the ſeripture. 
© Another notable inſtance of grace, with a 
very remarkable paſſage in his condition, I 
ſhall here mention. One Patrick Mackwrath, 
who lived in the weſt paris of Scotland, whoſe 
heart, in a remarkable way, the Lord touched, 
and after his converſion (as he ſhewed to ma- 
ny Chriſtian friends) was in ſuch a frame fo 
affected with a new world, wherein he was 
entered, the diſcoveries of God, and of a liſe 
to come; that for ſome months together he 
did ſeldom fleep, but was ſtill taken up in 
wondering. His life was very remarkable, 
for tenderneſs and near converſe with GOD 
in his walk; and, which was worthy to be 
noticed, one day alter a en trial, N 


. 7 s 
D 8 », 
n 1 _ 
— — — ._—__— „ 
x 


— eta „ 2 


» * rab of the Scripting,” page- 421. 


82 Advice and Support to the Godly, 
© his only ſon ſuddenly taken away x Oy 
© he retired alone for ſeveral hours, and when 
he came forth did look fo cheerfully, that to 
- © thoſe whe afked him the reaſon thereof, and 
s wondered at the ſame in ſuch a time; he told 
them he had got that in his retirement with 
© the LORD, that to have it afterward renew- 
4 * he would be content to loſe a fon every 
© day.” 3 e 
Oh what a fweet exchange had he made! 
Surely he had gold for braſs, a pearl for a peb- 
ble; a treafure for a trifle : for ſo great, yea, 
and far greater is the diſproportion betwixt the 
| ſweet light of God's countenance, and the faint 
dim light of the beſt creature enjoyment. 
Would it pleaſe the Lord to make this ſun 
ariſe and ſhine upon you: now when the ſtars 
that ſhined with a dim and borrowed light are 
gone down, you would fee ſuch gain by the 
exchange, as would quickly make you caſt in 
your votes with him we now mentioned, and | 
ſay, Lord, let every day be ſuch as this fune- 
ral day, let my hours be as this, ſo that 1 
may fee and taſte what I now do, How glad- 
ly would I part with the deareſt and neareſt 
creature comfort I own in this world, 
The gracious, and tender Lord hath his di- 
vine cordial reſerved on purpoſe for ſuch ſad | 
hours; theſe are ſometimes given before ſome | 
ſharp trial, to prepare for it, and ſometimes | 
after to ſupport under it, OE 
| have often heard it from the mouth, and 
found it in the Diary of a ſweet Chriſtian, w_ 4 
f wat a "Ty 


# 
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with God, That a little before the Lord re- 

moved her dear huſband by death, there was 
| ſuch an abundant-.out-let of the love of God 
unto her ſoul, for ſeveral days and nights fol- 
lowing ; that when the Lord took away her 
huſband by death, though he were a gracious 
and ſweet tempered, and by her, moſt tender- 


ly beloved huſband ; ſhe was ſcarce ſenſible. 


of the ſtroke, but carried quite above all 
earthly things, their comforts and their trou- 
bles: ſo that ſhe had almoſt loſt the thought 


of her dear huſband in God. And had, not 


the Lord. taken this courſe with her, ſhe. con; 
cluded that blow had not been poſſible to be 
borne by her, ſhe muſt have ſunk without ſuch 
a preparative. , „ee att 
A huſband, a wife, a child, are great, very 
great things, as they ſtand by other creatures; 
but ſurely they will ſeem little things, and 
next to nothing, when the Lord ſhall ſet him- 
{elf by them before the foul, © |, _- 
And how know you, but God hath bid 
theſe earthly comforts ſtand aſide this day, 
to make way for heavenly ones? it may be 
God is coming to communicate himſelf more 
ſweetly, more ſenſibly than ever to your 
ſouls, and theſe are the providences which 
muſt caſt up and prepare the way of the Lord, 
Poſſibly God's meaning in their death is but 
this; Child, ſtand alide, thou art in my way, 
and filleſt my place in thy parents heart. 
14. Confider. * Be careful you exceed not in 
© your grief for the loſs of earthly things ;,con- 
” deb tbe ne | 


% Advice and Support w the Godly, 
« fidering that Satan takes the advantage of all 
extremes“. 
Tou cannot touch any extreme, but yOu will 
de touched by that enemy; whoſe greateſt ad- 
vantages lie in aſſaulting you here. 
Satan is called the ruler of the darkneſs of 
this world, Eph. vi. 12. That is, His Kings 
dom is ſupported by darkneſs, Now there is 
a twofold darkneſs, which gives Satan great 
advantage: the darkneſs of the mind, to wity 
ignorance, and the darkneſs of the' condition, 
to wit, trouble and affliction. Of the former 
the apoftle ſpeaks chiefly in that text: but the 
latter alſo is by him often improved, to carry on 
his defigns upon us: when it is a dark hour 
trouble with us, then 1 is bis fitteſt ſeaſon 10 
tempt. : 
That cowardly ſpirit” falls vpon the people 
of God when they are down and low in fpirit 
as well as ſtate, Satan would never have de- 
fired that the hand of God ſhould have been 
ſtretched out upon Job's perſon, eſtate, and 
children: but he promiſed himſelf a notable 
advantage, therein to poiſon his ſpirit with 
vile thoughts of Gd. Do this (faith he) 
and he will curſe thee to thy face.?“ | 
What the Pſalmiſt obſerves of natural, is as 
true of nittaphorical darkneſs, Pſal, civ. 20, | 
Thou makeſt darknefs and it is night, wheres 
© in all the beaſts of the foreſt do creep forth, 
© the young lions roar after their prey. 
When it is dark night with men, it is noon- 


day with Satan; that is, our ſuffering ki 1 
19 


| his buſieſt 8 dez many a Snlifwk 
| geſtion. he then plants and grafts 8 
affliction, which are much more dangerous to 
vs than the affliction itſel. 0 8 
Sometimes he injects deſpondir ng" thoughts. 
into the afflicted ſoul;'** Thenfaid l. b am cg f 
from before thine eyes, Pſal. xxxi. 22. and 
Lam. iii. 18, 19. “ My hope is periſhed from 
the Lord, remembering mine affliction and = 
miſery the wormwood and the gall bes Lee | 
Sometimes he ſuggeſts hard thoughts af! 
God, Ruth i. 201 * The Lord hath dealt very 
bitterly with me. Tea, he hath» dealt more 
ſeverely with us than any other. Lam. i. un, 
See and behold, if rhere be any ſorrow like unto 
my ſorrow which! is dohe unto me, wherewith 
the Lord hath afflited me in the dues 4 of his 
fierce anger.“ 7% % . 8 210 n eee 
And ſometimes murmuring and repiting 
thoughts againſt the Lord; the ſoul is diſplea- 
ſed at the hand of God upon it. Jonah was 
angry at the hand of God, and ſaid, © do 
well to be angry even unto death,” Jonah iv. 9. 
What diſmalf thoughts: are theſe?” And how 
much more affective to a gricious ſoul than 
the Joſs of MP" GH ezeee, in this 
world? o IEA . ene! e 
And e very irceligious; and atheiſti- 
cal thoughts, as if chere were no privilege to 
be had by religion, and all our paius, zeal 
and care about duty were little eg than loſt 
labour, Pſal. Ini 13. 146. Verily 1 have 
cleanſed my n vain, nt my 
ands 
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have been plagued : and chaſtened: * 
g morniog. 2 


not impute them to the condemnation ot his 
hinder it from duty, and make it act unco 


Be Harman of others in their fin ; beware there- 
fore, leſt by your exceſſes of fortow, ye give 


devices. * ws 


: 3 upon the account of affliction, if ye have 


the honour of God and religion too. Take 


tion that at late worthy author hath made upon 


4 ſtraightway e — aw wt 
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hands in, innocency z for all the day long 1 ö 


By theſe things Satan gets. no: \. (mall; — 4 


tage upon the aſſlicted Chriſtian; for albeit 


theſe thoughts are: his burden, and God will 
people: yet they rob the ſoul of peace, 


ly under affliction, to the ſtumbling: and har- 


place to the devil; we are not ie, ol his 
15. Cenfider, . no > way to exceſive. 15 


any regard to the honour of God, and religi- 
on, which will en be opus peed 
eh, 
If you light your own besen dock digt 


heed how you carry it in a day of trouble, 
many eyes are upon you. It is a true obſerve- 


this caſe, * What will the atheiſt, and hat 
< willthe profane ſcoffer ſay when they ſhall ſee 
© this? So lottiſh and malicious they are, that 

© if they do but ſee you in ffl ion, they are 
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maar the los of their Relations. , 
I ©-Biit;whar! will they Tay, if they ſhould 
where is our God? Will they nat be ready 


5 * to cry, This is the religion they make ſuch 
tboaſt of, which you ſee how little it does ſor 
chem in a day of extremity; they talk of pro- 

5 miſes, rich and precious promiſes: but where 
are they now Or to what purpoſe do they 
ſerve ? They faid they had a treaſure in hea- 
oven, What ails them to mourn fo then, i 
their riches be there? ꝛĩ ] 
: O beware what yod do before the world: 
they have eyes to fee What you can do; as well 


as ears to hear what you can ſay. And as leng 


as your carriage under troubles is fo much like 

their own, they will never think your princt- 

ples are better than theirs. Carnal worldlings 
will be drawn to think that whatever fine talk 
you might have about God, and heãven, your 
hearts were moſt upon the ſame things that 
theirs were, ſinee your grief for their removal 


is as great as theirs. | e 
They know by experience what a ſtay it is 
to the heart to have an able, faithful friend t 
depend upon, or to have hopes of a great eſtate 
ſhortly to fall to them; and they will never 
de perſuaded: you have any ſuch ground of 
comfort, if they ſee you as much caſt do 

as they that pretend to no ſueh matters. 
By this means the precepts of CHRIS T 
to conſtaney and contentment in all eſtates, 
will come to be looked upon (like thoſe of the 
Stoicks) only! as qjaznifice verba- a | 
r. OO e 


88: Ale ens deper 6K M 
but ſuch as are impoſſible to be practiſeu and 
the whole of the goſpel will be taken for ah 1 
airy, notion, ſince they that profeſs greateſt te- 
gard to it, are no more helped thereby; 
O hat a ſhame is it that religion ſhould: in 
rhis caſe make no more difference betwiat man 
and man ? Wherefore ſhewta the:workd (hat- 
ever their common cenſures are) that it is not 
ſo much your care to diſſer from them i in ſome 
opinion, and a little ſtrictneſs, as in humility, 
contempt of the world, and heavenly-minded-' 
neſs; and now let theſe graces diſplay them- 
ſelves. by your cheerful, patient deportment 
under all your grieyxan ce. 12 
Wherefore hath God planted thoſe excellent 
| graces in your ſoul, but that he might be glo- 
rified,- and you benefited by the- exerciſes of 
them in tribulation ? Should theſe be ſuppreſt 
and hid, and nothing but the pride, paſſion, 
and unmortified earthlineſs of your hearts ſet. 
on work, and diſcovered i in time of trouble; 
what a flur, what a wound will you give to the. 
glorious name which is called upon by you ? 
And then if your hearts be truly gracious, that 
will pierce you deeper than ever your: alta 
_— occalipned it did.: e | £1 0, pid 
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1 ;heſeech you, therefore, be render; at the | 
bee GOD, if you will not be 0 of your. | 
ov/n peace and comfort. #776 | 

16. Conſider. Be quiet and bold A vs peace: i 
you little know how. many mercies lie in the | 
- womb of this afflition. | 4.1 44 64 2 9 tur 2 
"Great are the . of a ſharp 9 | 
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fliction to the people of God at ee 
all might have them at all times, were, they 
more careful. to improve them. Hoh David 
thankfully acknowledgeth, Pſal. cxix..7.1. Fer It 
is good for me that 1 have been afflicted.ꝰ 

And ſurely there is as much good in them ' 
for you, as for him; if the Lord anctify them 
to ſuch ends and uſes as his Were. fandtificd 
unto. . 

Such a ſmarting rod as this came not before | N 
there was need egough of it, and poſſibly ou 
ſaw the need of ſome awakening providence 
yourſelves; but if not, the Lord did: he 
took not up the rod 1 ſmite you, till his faith 
ſolneſs, and tender eto your ſouls called 
upon him to correct A oe * 

You now fit peaſive under the rod, ſadly la. 4 
menting and deploring the loſs of ſome earthly 3 
comfort, your heart is ſurcharged with forrow, 
your eyes run down upon every. mention and 
remembrance of your dear friend. Why, if 
there were no more, this alone may, diſcover. | 
the need you have of this rod; for doth. not all, | 
this ſorrow at. parting plainly peak how much 
your heart was ſet upon, how faſt Jour heart 
was glewed to this earthly comfort yy 

Now you ſee that your, afftiftions y were Yubk 
many degrees deeper. intg the creature than 
you are aware of? Aud what ſhould. Gd do 
in this caſe by you? Should he ſuſſer you to. 
cleave to theTreature more and more? ſhould - 
he permit it to purlo and exhauſt, your , 
aud delight, and te 10 a way your heart from 

himſelf 
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Advice FR Support to the Gody, | f 
F Self? This he could not do and love Job. £ 
he more impatient you are under this Ane. A 


Abd what if by this firoke the Lord will . 


waken your Jdrouzy ſoul, and recover you out m 


of that pleaſant, but dangerous ſpiritual om- 


ber you were fallen into, whilſt you-had pillow-. 


ed your head upon this pleaſant, ſenſible crea- 


ture enjoyment? Is not this really better for 
you, than if he ſhould ſay, Sleep on? He is 
joined to idols, let him alone, he is departiog 


from me the fountain, to a broken eiſtern, let 
him go. 8 
Vea, what if by this roke upon one 95 he. 
pleaſanteſt things you had in this world, God - 
will diſcover to you, more ſenlibly and effee. 
tually than ever, the vanity both of that 
all other earthly comforts, ſo as that you Wall 
from henceforth never let forth your: hearts, , 
your hope, your love, and delight to. APy of. 


them as you did before? You could talk bef oe a 
of the creatureb's vanity; but! queſtion whether 


ever you had ſo clear and convincing a fight of. 
ts vanity as you Have this day: and.is ao; wal 
z conſiderable mercy in your eyes 1 1 
Now, if ever God is weaning you tom all, 
ſond opinions, and vain expectations from this 
world ; by this your judgment of the creatures: | 
and your affections to all other e- 0 


thing? O doubtleſs it is a greater mercy , to IN; 
chil to have your fricnd alive again. 
And whar if ited I og "Your wand ring 

gs | Toy "ding N 
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adding heart, ſhall he whippe pr home go to God ?, 
Your neg lected duties rgvived, your decayed 
communion. with God reſtored, a. ſpiritual. 
heavenly frame of heart recovered ? What will 
you ſay then? 

Surely you wall bleſs that merciful Jha” 
which removed the obſtructions: fd 1 3 
the divine wiſdom and goodnels,. that by { 

a device as this recovered you. to h 
Now you. can pray more Fu t more if 
ſpiritually, more affectionately than before. 
O bleſſed rod, which buds and bloſſoms with 45 | 
ſuch fruits as theſe! let this be written among 8 
your beſt mercies; for you ſhall have cauſe to 
adore and bleſs be Fan W ab N . 
cia affliction. 


* 
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ported by ipntiende, a fwa 95 . . 
22 becauſe 154 hath exerciſed Th un er 12 | 


law kis. pk | 


8 eyes, 100 then had thoſe 2 5 lag too late) i 


put out . The worthy Author of that excellent, , 
book neee N us A: 4 ae I 
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god gentlewoman in the north of, Wai,” 
who when the rebellion brake out there, ned 
with three children, one of them upon the 
breaſt ; they had not gone far before they were 
ſtripped naked by the Iriſh, who to their ad- 
miration ſpared their lives (it is like, conclude. 
ing that cold and hunger would kill them) al- 
terwards going on at the foot of a river which © . 
runs to Locheach, others met them and would 
have caſt them into the river; but this godly. 
woman not diſmayed, aſked a little liberty to 
pray, and as ſhe lay naked on the frozen ground 
got reſolution not to go on her own feet to ſo 
unjuſt a death, upon Which having called her, 
and ſhe refuſing, wis Tg by the heels as 
long that rugged way, to be caſt in with her 
little ones and company, _ 
Bur ſhe then turned, and on her knees lis, . 
You ſhould, I am ſure, be Chriſtians, and men © 
1 fee you are; in taking away our miſerable * 
lives you do us a pleaſure: but know that as 
we never wronged you, nor yours, you muſt > 
remember to die alſo yourſelves,” and one yay 4 
give an account of this eruelty to the Judge © Ef 
heaven and earth: hereupon they refolyed * 
not to murder them with their own. hands, 
but returned them all naked upon 4 fan 
iſland -4 the river without any proviſions.the re. | 
to: pefi Nur 
| Fi bear i day the Aub boys having erept l. 
ſide; found the hide of a beaſt which had been 
killed at the root of a tree; which the. mother - 


caſt over them Hing upon the ſnow, The 
nent 


— e 


| 9" 
| next day a little boar! came b. my. 


ſhe calls for God's ſake to take chem wur but 
they being Iriſh, refuſed. She deſited a little 
bread, but they ſaid they had none; then ſne 
begs a coal of fire, — * the obtained, and 
thus with ſome fallen chip, made s litile fite, 
and the children taking à piece of the hide, laid) 
it on ithe:coals'and began to gnaw the leather? 


but without any eee divine , | 


what could this do? 


| Thus they Iivecd ten days without any-viſibla? = 


means of help, having no bread” but ice and 
ſnow, nor. drink but water. The two. boys be 
ing near ſtarved, ſhe preſſed them to go out of 
her ſight, not able to fee their death: Vet God 
deliveced them as miraculouſiy at: laft, as he 


had ſupported homage + the Whilſmmeeee. 
But, judge whether a natural death in an 


ordinary way, be comparable to ſuch a trial as! 
this! and yet thus the Lord did by this chooſe 


an eminentiy gracious woman. 

And Mr Wall in his None but Chritt, re- 
lates a ſad paſſage of a poor family in Germany, 
who were driven to that extremity in the a- 
parents made a motion 
one to the other, to ſell one of their children 


mine, that at laſt the 


for bre ad to ſuſtain thernſel ves and che reſts i 


but when they came to conſider which child 


it ſhould be; their hearts fo relentediand yefn- 


ed upon every one, that they reſolved rather 
ay to die together; Tea, re Lam. iv. 
The hands of the en women have ſod- 


den | their own children.“ agel a 


1 45 


their rebellions with a rope about their necks. 
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90 - Advice i hoody. 
But / what · ſpeak-Lof theſe extremities?! How: | 
many parents, yea, ſome godly'ones too, have 
lived) to ſee their children dying in profaneneſs;. 
and ſome by. the hand of Juſtice, lamenting; 


Ab, Reader, little doſt thou know, What 
ſtings there are in the afflictions of others x ſures: 
ly you have no reaſon to think the Lord hath 
dealt more bitterly with you than any, it is a 
gentle ſtroke, a mercifu} diſpenfation, if you: 
Campare it with what others have felt. 

18. Conſider. If God be your God, A lk 
really loſt noehingiby. the r r of een 
| ture comfort. 157 | 

God is the K all true lon chews. 
tyres. the very beſt. and ſweeteſt are but ciſt 
terns to receive and convey to us what comfort 
God is pleaſed to communicate to them; and if 
the ciſtern be broken, or the pipe cut off ſo 
that: no more comfort can be conveyed to us 
that way, he hath other ways and medium to 
do it by, which we think not of; and if he 
pleaſe he can convey his-comforts to his ) 
without any of them; and if he do it more 
immediately we ſhall be no Jofers by that; for 
no comforts in the world are ſo delectable and 
raviſningly ſweet, as thoſe that. Bow enen | 
_ ately from the fountain, 0 
Andit is the ſenſuality of: our bevers alin” 
| Cauſes us to affect them ſo inordinately, and 
grieve for the loſs of them ſo immodetately, 
as if ve had not enough in God: without: theſe! 
r ſupplements. 5 8619 0 4 0 1 | 


. 


 Iehkoc<ulbeſwad! che fountain eum ? And 
yet do you eaſt down yourſelves, beeauſe the 
broken oiſtern is removed. The beſt creatures 
are no better, Jer. ii. 13. Ciſterns have no- 
ching but what they receive, and bröken nes 
2 hold what is put into them. Why 
then do ye mourn, us if your life were bound 
up in the creature? Tou Have as free an ak- 
ceſs to the fountain as you had before, It is the 
advice of an heatben, (and let them take the 
comfort of it) to tepair-by a new earthly dom. 
fort what we have loſt in-the former. 
Thou haſt carried forth him v hom thow 
© lovedſt (ſaith Seneca) ſeek one whom thou 
| * mayeſt love in his ſtead: it is better to te- 
* pair than bemoan thy loſy .“. 
Bur if God never repair your loſs, in thing 
of the ſame kind, your know he car/abunduntly 
repair it in himſelf. N Kan 
Ah Chriſtian! is not one Milt of Ir Wouth, 
one glimpſe of his countenance, one ſeal of bis 
Spirit, a more ſweet: and ſubſtantial comfort 
than the ſweeteſt relation in this world can af- 
ford you? if the ſtream fail, repair to the foun- 
tain, there is enough ſtill, God is where he 
was, and what he "RP though the” creature 
be not. 
19. Cm Though J 


1 may want 2 little 
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tius eit amicum reparare quam, flere,” Seneca“ 
Ep. page 637. 
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| "cares, and feats they have had.dbourthoſeirhey 


Acar relation, and: that there was nothing prov- 


* $6. EE: wile” 
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comfort, i in your life; yet ſur wi: e ef bee. 


compenced to you by a more eaſy dent. 

7 The removal of, ee before . 

may turn to your great r hen your 
hour is come that you 2 10 low them. 


ae bren/.dlogged an 
haurs, by the loves, | 


how have many; good- 
 nſnared. in their dying 


muſt leave behind them in a ſinſul world 133 
[Your love to them might have proved a' ſuare 
0 you, and cauſed you to hang back as loath _ 
to go hence, foritheſe are the things that make 
men loath to die. And thus ãt might have been 
with you, except God had removed them de. 
fare hand, or ſhould give you in that day ſuch 
fights of heaven, and taſte of divine loye, a 
ſhould. maſter, 8 mortify 1 Fu excthly | 
affections to theſe things. v1 e e 
I knew a gracious perſon; now in heaven, 
who for many weeks in her Jaſt fickneſs/com- 
plained that ſhe. found it hard to part with a 


ed a greater clog to her ſoul than this. It is 


much more eaſy to think of going to Our 


ſriends, who are in heaven before us, than of 
Parting with them, and leaving au xlefirable 7 
and dear ones behind us 27 
And who knows what cares and diftraQing 
thoughts we may then be peſtered and diſtrac- 
ted with on their account? What ſhall be- 
e when nm GE f 


them, God knows.Ito, what an 1 
i (154 78 5 8 ne 7 


ee eee en eg: 
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under the Lofs of their Relations, 97 
ries, temptations and afflitions, in the midſt of 
a deceitful, defiling, dangerous world. 
know it is our duty to leave our fatherleſs 
children, and friendleſs relations with God: 
to truſt them with him who. gave them to us: 
and ſome have been enabled cheerfully to do 
ſo when they were parting with them. Lu- BY 


ther could ſay, Lord; thou baſt given me 4 
4 * wife and ſehildren, I have little to leave them, 
© nouriſh, teach, and keep them: O thou Fa» 
© ther of the fatherleſs, and Judge of the wi- 
dos. But every Chriſtian hath not Luthers 
faith. Some fiad it an hard thing to diſen 
tangle their affections at ſuch a time: but now. | 
if God hath ſent all yours before you, you have 
ſo much the leſs to do, death may be eaſter to 
you than H M a RS 
20. Conſider. But if nothing that hath been 
yet ſaid will ſtick with you; then laſtly, re- 
member, that you are near that ſtate and place 
which admits no ſorrows nor ſad reflections 
pon any ſuch accounts as theſe, As 
Yet a little while and ye ſhall not miſs them, 
ye ſhall not need them, but ye ſhall live as the 
angels of God. We now live partly by faith, 
partly by ſenſe, partly upon God, and partly 
upon the creature. Our ſtace is mixed, there- 
fore our comforts are ſo too: but when God 
mall be all in all, and we ſhall be as the angels 
of God in the way and manner of our living, 
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how 
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Melchior Adam, in vita Lutheri,“ 


98 Advice n to FY by, 
bow much will the caſe be altered vith us then, 
from what it is now! _ 
Angels neither marry nor are given in mlar- ' 
| riage, neither ſhall the children of the reſur- 
rection; when the days of our ſinning are end- 
ed, the days of our mbvenidic mall be ſo t60, 
No graves were opened till fin entered, and a0 
more ſhall be opened when fin is excluded, | 
Our glorified relations ſhall live with bs 
for ever, they ſhall complain no more, die no 
more; yea, this is the happineſs of that ſtate 


=> which you are paſſing on, that your "ſouls 
in the neareſt conjunction with God 


the 2 of joy, ycu ſhall have no con- 
cernment out of him. Tou ſhall not be put 
n theſe exerciſes of patience, nor ſubjected 
to ſuch ſorrow as you now feel, any more. 
It is but a little while, and the end of all 
theſe things will come. Oh therefore bear up 
as 3 that expect ſuch a day of e at 
an 
And thus I have finiſhed the ſecond x need | 
head of this difcourſe, which is a di uaſive. 
from the ſin of immoderate forrow. + 
- Thirdly, I now proceed to the third thin 
| propoſed, namely, To remove the pleas an 
excuſes for this immoderate grief. It is natu- | 
ral to men, yea to good men, to juſtify theit 
exceſſes, or at leaſt extenuate them, by plead- | 
ing for their paſfions, as if they wanted not 
Eavſe and reaſon enough to excuſe them. If 
theſe be fully anſwered, and the ſoul once con- 
vinced, and left withaut apology for it its 175 it 
5 is 


eg here, e 
is then in a fair way for its cure, which i is the 
laſt thing deſigned in this Treatiſe, - 

My preſent buſineſs, therefore, is to Grief 
thoſe objections, and anſwer thoſe . reaſons, 
which are commonly pleaded in this caſe, to 
juſtify our exceſſive grief for loſt relations. And 
though I ſhall carry it in that line of relation 
to which the text directs, MY it. il. a * 

— picable to all en. poder ies 18 
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You WeY me by many great ca 
to mee kneſs and quiet ſubmiſſion under this 
heavy ſtroke of God; bur you little know what 
a ing my ſoul feels now in it. | 

| This child was a child of many prayers, it 
was a Samuel begged of the Lord, and I con- 
cluded when 1 — it, that it brought with 
it the returns and anſwers of many 2 91 
But now I ſee it was nothing leſs: 
no regard to my N02 about it; eh. was it 
given me in that ſpecial way of mercy a 1 
was imagining it to be. a child is not only 
dead, but my. ee e e 7 - 1 
out and d ed. 1 | 
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That you 1 for your children before 45 
you had them, was your duty, and if vou 
prayed not ſor them ſubmiſſively, referring it 


to the Fee . to 815 ren 
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| your prayer, 5 


f 2 2 Cor. xii. * 
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100 The Pleas of Maurnert, 


to continue or remove them, as ſhould ſeem | 


good to him; that was your fin: you ought 


not to limit the holy One cf Iſrael, nor pre- 


ſcribe to him, nor capitulate with him, for 
what term you mould enjoy your outward 


comforts. If you did fo, it was your evil, and 


God hath juſtly rebuked it by this ſtroke: If 
you pray conditionally and fubmiſſively, re- 
ferring both the mercy aſked, and continuance © 
of ic to the will of God as you ought to do: 
then there is nothing in the death of your 
child, that croſſes the true ſcope and intent of 


- do 
. d 


2. ANSWER 


Tour prayers may be anſwered, though the 
thing prayed for be withheld, yea, or though 
it ſhould be given for a little while, and 
ſnatcht away from you again. There are 


four ways of God's anſwering prayers ; by 
giving the thing prayed for preſently, Dan. 


ix. 23, Or by ſuſpending the anſwer for a 


| time, and giving it afterwards, Luke xviit. 7. 
Or by withholding that mercy which you aſk, _ 


from you, and giving you a much better mer- 
cy in the room of it, Deut. iii. 24. compared | 
with Deut. xxxiv 4, 5. Or laſtly, by giving 
yuu patience to bear the loſs and want of it, 
Now if the Lord have taken away your 
child or friend, and in lieu thereof given u 


a meek, quiet, ſubmiſſive, heart to his will, 


you | 


1 and fol: 
you need not © Bays. He hath. ſhut "wr your 
CFYs - 
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But 1 1575 loſs a rely eie and moſt 
endearing child, one that was: beautiful and 
ſweet; it is 4 ſtony heart that would not diſ- 
ſolve into tears for the loſs of one ſo defirable,. 
and ſo engaging: as this: was. Ati it is no coms: 
mon loſs. f 
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The more lovely hid” engaging your* rela 22 77 
tion was, the more excellent will your pati- 
ence and eontemment with the will of Go f in 
its death be; the more lovelineſs, the more 
ſelf-denial; and the more ſelf-denial the more 
grace. Had is been a thouſand times more 
endearingly ſweet than it: was, it! was not 60 
good to deny for God. If therefore obedience 
to the will of God do idueed maſter natural af- - 
fections, and that you look upon patience and 
contentment as much more beautiful than the 
ſweeteſt and moſt deſirable enjoyment on 
earth, Ic may turn to you for a teitimony' T 
the truth and frength of grace, that you 1 — 6 
Hke Abraham, patt with a child whom 155 
dearly love, in obedlence to the wil 0 
M Wen Jos love — 1 more. 5 
| 6 Keg; OO ne prom 


3 


202 . Plus q Morne, 
2. AN s W E R. 


The lovelineſs and beauty of our children 
and relations, though it muſt be acknowledged 
a good gift from the hand of God, yet it is 
but a common gift, and oftentimes becomes a 
ſnare, and is in its own nature but a tranſitory 

vaniſhing thing, and therefore no ſuch aggra- 
vation of the loſs as is pretended, _ 

I ſay it is but a common. gift, Eliab, Ado- 
nijah, and Abſalom, had as lovely a preſence 
as any in their generation. Yea, it is not only 
common to the wicked, with the godly, but 
to. brute animals as well. as men, and to moſt 
that excel in it, it becomes a temptation; the 
ſouls of ſome had been more beautiful and 
lovely, if their bodies had been leſs ſo. Be- 
ſides it is but a flower which flouriſhes in its 
month, and then fades. This therefore ſhould 
not be reflected on as ſo great a circumitance, 
to aggravate your crouble, l 


1 „ 
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But if your relation fleep in Je be 
will appear ten thouland times more lovely in 
the morning of the reſorrection than ever he 
was in this world, What is the exacteſt, pur- | 
eſt of the ſaints in the reſurrection ? 5 Then 
mall the righteous ſhine forth as the lun, in the 
kingdom of their Father,” Matth. xii, * 


this hope we part with chem, a act ſuite 


b to your N e OO bg 


3. PLEA. 12355 


01 Fen my child was nipt off 107 e 
the very bud: I did but fee, ls love, and 


part: had T'enjoyed it longer, and had time 
ro ſuck out the ſweetneſs of ſuch an enjoymeng, 
I could have borne it eaſter; but its months or 
years with me were fo few, that they only fer» 
ved to raiſe an expectation, which was quickly, 
and therefore the more ſadly diſappointed, | 


) ANSWER, 


Did your friend 4 young, or was the bond 


of any other relation diſſolved almoſt as ſoon 


as made? Let not this ſeem ſo imolerable's : 


load to you; for if you have ground to 
they died in Chriſt, then they lived long e- 
nougk in this world. * It is truly ſaid, He 
hath ſailed long enough, that hath won the 
harbour; and he hath fought long enough, 
that hath obtained the victory; he hath run 
long enough, that hath touched the goal, and 
he hath lived long enough on earth, that hath 
won heaven, be his days never ſo few. 1 31 
£20590 CERL ee 2q 18 Ax 


* ä * 8 —_— 
n 


En 1 7 * — 


2 147 6- Pele — 344k, t 4 $4 5 Pts 


„vide Mr Baxter's Epiſtle to the Life of. u, 
Jobs Jabevay, N 
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The "EIN your rel ation died; die lewis 
bath been committed, and the kf korrul felt 3 
What can you ſee in this world, but fin or ſot : 
row a quick paſſage through iti to glory, is 
a: ſpecial privilege, - Surelyt che world is not 
_ fo deſirable a place that Chriſtians ſhould de. 
ſire an hour's time longer in it for themſelves: 
. or e rer ere pen eu, ng pe "Is 
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15 Lad een yon imagine the Snag woble" 
| have been eaſier, if the [enjoyment hag been 
longer, it isa fond and groundleſi ſuſpieion- 
The longer you had enjoyed them, the ſtromget 
would the endearments habe been. A young 
add tender plant may be. eaſily draun up by 
fiagle hands but hen it hath ert nd fined | | 
its: roots mady;years! in therearth;; it will “ 
Anuire manyta ſtrong Kenan eee 
. Wi up; affuctions, like thoſe un 29 | Bo 
roots, are fixed: and n ee 7 
more than edo ſuetude nd long oſſeſſion 
is muck eaſier parting now, t chan it 0 de | 
| hereafter, whatever: you think. However (he 4 
2 e tat Sur dme the deſt 
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eis returned. Is 8 5 21 dead? He is only re 3 
© ſtored, ls thy inheritance taken from thee ? ug 
' © Ir is alſo bel, And a while after he adds, 's 
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0 bor 1 1 hk lot on” in one, it is ny bal 
one, | have none left in its room to repair the 
breach, and make up the loſs ; if God had given 
me otfer children to take comfort in, the lo 
had not been ſo great; but to loſe All at ont 255 
ſtroke is eee - Me e 


1. A N 8 W E R. 8 j 5 
Reli allows. not to Chriſtians a liberty 1 
of expreſſiug the death of their dear relations, #7 
by ſo hard a word as the loſs of them is. They 4 4 
are not loſt but ſent. before u. And it 1 © | | 
ſhameful thing for a Chriſtian to be reproved fk 
forſuch an —— expreſſion by an Heathen. 3 


It is enough to make us bluſh to read What an 
Heathen faid in this caſe. © Never fay thou haſt 
* loft any thing, ( it's [&erus) but that it | 


Sit omne quod Deus uult, that is, Let dan ? 
GIAN as the POPs will have-1 * 


, 15 4 
* 
* 5 p 4 4 
AS 1 $4 


* "5 Hom amittuntur r fed preminunras ” _ 
1 * Epi. Euchri. Chap, 155. 


all in one, except that one "bh enn RIS T. 

and. he being once Jodrs, can never be loft... 
Doubtleſs your meaning is, you have-loſt all 
your comfort of that kind: and what. though 
you have? Are there not multitudes of com 
forts yet remaining of a higher kind, and more 
precious and durable nature? If you have n 
more of that ſort, yet ſo long as you hare et · 
ter, what cauſe have you. 59 reſo My f | 


35 ANSWER! „ 
W TORY FURY imitate ihe way * the Oy 
5 this. Fomplaigk they know net ha to re- 
pair the loſs of one c fort, but dy angther 
Ik the ſame. nature, which muſt be Put in its 
room to fill up the vacancy: but have you n 
90085 way to ſupply your Jobs ;. ban | you not 
GOD 1 fills the place of an) y-creature = 
ares you ? Surely, this would what become a 
man whoſe portion. is in this * W hi 
Hh God is bv tn ee 
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0 Sil my wall one is not e away;. | 
but there remains no expectation or probabili- 
ty of any more: I myſt-aow look upon myſelf- 

a8 a dry tree, never to take comfort in children 
any more, PIP} is a a cutting thought, _ 1 * 
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ANSWER =» 
Suppoſe . what, vou. f y, that you have no 
hope = expeQation of Modes child fein 
ing to you; yet if you have a hape of bettef 
things than children, you have no reaſon to be 
caſt down.; bleſs God for hi 5 8 25 
hopes than theſe, in Iſaiah 
Lord comforts them thar had 50 ca agen 
ol ſons or daughters, with this, © That he wi 
give unto them in his houſe and within his 
walls, a place, and a name, better than of 2 


and daughters; even an everlaſting name that | / 
ſhall pot be cut off.” There are better mercies, - | 


and higher hopes than theſe, -though your 


hopes of children, ot from children, mould 58 


cut off; yet if your eternal hope be ſecure, and 
ſuch as ſhall not make you aſhamed, you Houle 


hot Ve One any. „% G og 
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If God wat 6 bot bier yout Fondern to is 1 — 


more in children, then reſolve to place them 
in himſelf, and you ſhall never find cauſe to 


complain of loſs by fuch an exchange. "hath | 


will find that in God which is not ta: be 
in the creature: one hour's cotmmunign'y 


h 


him ſhould give you that which the happiett | 
Parent never yet had from his children; you _ 


vill exchange braſs for gold, e vial 5 
| for ſolid and n ee, 55 
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But in of the is af, 
God gave little or no warning to prepare for 
tis trial; death executed its commiſſion, as 
ſoon as it opened ir. My dear huſband, wife, 
or child was ſnatched unc xpectedly out of my 
arms by an unexpected ſtroke: and this makes 
my ſtroke heavier San, my | SOOT, N 
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That the death of wan relation was s fo Tud- 
i den and ſurpriſing, ns much your own fault, 
who ought to have lived in the daily ſenſe of 
his vanity and the expectation of your ſepara» 
tion from it; you knew it to be a dying com- 
fort in its belt eſtate ; and it is no ſuch won- 
derful thing to ſee that dead, which we knew. 
before to be dying: beſides, you heard the 
changes ringing round about you in, other fa- 
' milies : you frequently ſaw other parents, huſ-, | 
bands, and wives carrying forth their dead, and 
what are all theſe but TONER, given. you to 
Pre uy for the like trials. | 
urely then it was your own get and te⸗ 
gard vs that made t this affliction ſo ſurpriſ= 
ing to you, and who is to be e TE 1 


you t. 
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There is woch differehoe betwint de aden 


death of infants, and that of grown . Z 0 


_ the latter may have much work to do, mann 
fins actually to repent of, and many evidences 


of their jatereſt in Chriſt to examine; arid 


clear, in order to their more comfortable *. 
= fo ſudden death may de enen, by 
them 9711 7 

But ts caſe of n who rise not thel# 
reaſon, i is far different, they have no ſuch work). | 
to do: but are purely palſive: all that is done 
in order to their falvation, is done by God im- 
mediately upon them. So it comes all to one 
whothew the _ be mote rs e or day phe 


Ly 


ay 


You Ee on of the froke, 
but another will be ready to ſay, Had my frien 
died in that manner, my affliction had been 
nothing to what now it is: 1 have ſeen many 
deaths contrived into one: I ſaw the gradual = 
approaches of it vpon my dear relation, who. 
felt every tread of death, as it came on toward . 
him, who ofcen cried with Jobz Thap. ni. 20. 
„ Wherefore is light given to him who is in 
miſery, and life to the bitter in ſoul? Who long | 
for death, but it cometh not, and dig for it 
more chan for hidden treaſures: who > reſoics- 
e $a oi hel 1 exceedingly, 
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exceed] ngly, 45 are re glad when they e can (find 

the grave. ' | 

That which you reckon the fung of your 

- afflition, others would have reckened a fa- 

vour and privilege. How many tender pa» 

rents, and other relations, who loved their 

friends as dearly. as yaurſelves, have been 
forced to their knees upon no other errand 

but this, to beg the Lord to haſten; the ſepa» - 
ration, and put an end to that ſorrow, which 
to them was much grenmes than the A far 
1 dead. 2 | ; ; 
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1 eta me to FORTE ale of Pa a: me 
T know I ought to ſhew it; but do not know 
how the caſe ſtands with me, there is a ſting in 
this afſliction, that none feels but myſelf: and 
O ho intolerable it is now I neglected . 
means in ſeaſon to preſerve life, or -miſcarnied 
in the uſe of means, I now ſee ſuch a —_— 
or ſuch a miſtake about the means as I cannot 
but judge greatly to contribute to that {ad loſs 
which I now (too late) lament. 

O my. Ws es O my raſhneſs and in- 
conſiderateneſs? How | doth my ' conſcience 
now ſmite me for my folly ? And by this 
aggravate my burden beyond what is uſually 
felt by others. Had I ſeaſonably applied my- 
_ ſelf to the uſe of proper means, and kept 
ſtrictly to ſuch courſes and counſels as thoſe 
who are able and ſkilful might; have ve pee, 
ea 


* 45 0 » 


ed, 1 might om have: ond living! e 
wife, or .child ; whereas I am now not only 
bereaved, but am apt to think I have bereaved 
myſelf of them. Surely” _ is n e 
ike ene e PL IA 1 8 e 
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- Chopin it be i an F to n ua . fight. 
the means ordained by God for the recovery 
of health, yet it is no leſs evil to aſeribe too - 
much to them, or rely too much on them. 
The beſt means in the world are weak and 
ineffectual without God's aſſiſtance and con- 
currence, and they never have that his aſſiſt· 
ance or concurrent hen his time is come; 
and that it was fully come in your friends 
caſe, is manifeſted now by the event. So 
that if your friend had had the moſt encel- 
lent bes) the world afford they Would 
have availed nothing. This conſideration 
takes place only in yo, cafe, who ſee what 
the will of God is. by the iſſue, and may 
not be pleaded by any. whilſt it remains 
dubious and' enge as it ere ern 0 5 


time oy $4.8 N | 4 (| PF, 1; 7 
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Dag not: vojuſtly. chang: $644 8 1 
ſelves for that which is not really your faule 
or neglect? How far are you chargeable in 


dis caſe, _ beſt 2, nj * comparing the 
= - : circum- 9 


circumſtances you are now. ing mich; thoſEya 
were in when yourtrelation was only W e 
by ſickneſs; and it was dubious to Feen 
was your duty, and beſt courſe to take. Fi 
Poſſibly you had obſerved ſo many to perich 
in phyſicians hands, and ſo many to recover 
without them, that you judged it ſafer for 
your friend to be without thoſe WE: > ry 
to be hazarded by them. a i $154 1 s 
Or if diyers methods and courſes were pre» 
ſcribed and perſuaded to, and you now fee 
your error, in preferring that which was moſt 
improper, and neglecting what was more 
ſafe and probable; yet as Iong as it did not -ſo- 
appear to your underſtanding at that time, but 
vyoy followed the beſt light you had to guide 
you at that time, it were moſt unjuſt to charge 
the f, ultz upon yourſelves, for chuſing that 
courſe that then ſeemed beſt to va whether 
it were ſo in itſelf or not. #7. ee 
To be angry with vewidelors for: going or 
omitting what was then done, or omitted ac: 
Fording to your beſt diſcretion and judgment, 
becauſe you now ſee it by the light. of the e- 
vent far otherwiſe than you did before, it is to 
be troubled that you are but men, or that-you 
are not as God, who only can foreſee iſſues and 
events ; and that you acted ag all fational crea- 
, tures are bound to do, according to the beſt | 
light they have, at at the time Wy. en of 
Fr 3 | * 8 
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„ ANSWER. e, 


To cee times of great aMiaion are or-. 
diparily times of great temptation, and it is 9 = 
uſual with Satan then to charge us with more 
fins than we, are really guilty of; and 1 7 
makes thoſe things ſeem to be fins, which up 
on apt or examination will not be found 0 | 
be Os 5 | 
Indeed had your geglect or miſcarriag e been 1 
knowing or voluntary, or had you rently rn \/ #4 
ferred a little money (being able to give it) be- 
fore the life of 7 relation, and did delibe- \ * 
rately choofe to hazard: this, rather than part 
with that, no doubt then but there had been W 
much evil of ſin mixed with your: na 2 | 
and your conſeienee may juſtly fmite you for 
it, as your ſin. But in the other cafe which 
is more common, and * prefurne your's; it is 
a falſe charge, and you ought = to abate the 
cehgn mite 1 

udge by the fortow' yow' e Mb Byway 
mas in what degree he was dear to yo 
and what you could not willingly give to 
ranſom his life, if it could be done with mo-; ̃ 2“ 
ney. Judges I ſay, by this, how 'groundiefs _ 
the charge is that Satan' now draws up againſt 
vou : and vou are eee yield to 1 
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„ PLEA. 


But my tie are upon a higher FA and 


account. My child, or friend is paſſed into e- 
ternity, and I know not how: i it is with his ſoul. 


Were J ſure: my relation was with Chriſt, I 
ſhould be quiet; but my fears of the contras 


are overwhelming; O it is terrible 40 think of 
the damnation of one {6 deer een 


OY 
$5; t 11 


* 0 1 
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Is A N. 8 W E R. 
Admit what the MEM wa 4 a you: 


Have real grounds to fear the eternal condition 
of your: dear relation, yet it is utterly. unbe- 


ſeeming you, even in ſuch a caſe as this, 0 

diſpute with, or repine agaiaſt the Lord. om 
Edo confeſs, i it is a fore and heavy 6h, ang) 

that there is no caſe more ſad and ſinking 

the ſpirit of a gracious perſon. Their, death 


is but a triffle to this ;, but yet if ye be ſuch a8 
fear the Lord, methinks his ind ſputable ſove- 


1 * 


reignty over them, and his diſtinguiſhing love, 


this mercy to you ſhould at leaſt le nce au, i 
| that matter. 


1 His indiſputable do willigen over 


th em, Rom. ix. 12. Who art thou, O man, 
who diſputeſt with God,?” He ſpeaks: in the 
matters of. eternal elt ction and reprobation. 
What if the Lord will not be Eracious to 


thoſe who. are ſo dear to us?: Is there any 


wrong done to them, or us, thereby As- 


pt ! 


ron's two. ſons. were cut 5 8 in the act wy _—_ 
ſin by the Lord's immediate hand, and yet he. 
beld bis peace, 3 x. 3. God told Abraham 
; plainly y, that the. covenant. ſhould Kh x wie e 
: bliſned with. Iſhmael,, for whom: he ſo earneſt- 

ly prayed, .O let Iſhmael live before thee?” 

and he knew that there was no ſalvation: out 
of the covenant, and Jo. by a e ilgge: 55 
5 vader che word of this f fear... 515 YE if- p: 
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1 "ws pray | Examine che Ma he your: fea. | j # | 
p whether jt. may not proceed from the ſtrength |; |{] 
„ of your affections to the eternal welfare of 
pour friend, ar from the ſubtility of Satan, 
0 deſigning hereby to overwhelm and ſwaldw 
you! up in ſupppſed, as well. as: from guſt: 
| grounds and cauſes: in, two caſes-it is very 
2: probable, ma fear may proceed only from: 
L- your own affc&jons, or Satan's temptations, 
$ 
; 


Firſt; If your relation diedeyoung, before it 
— did any thing to deſtroy your hopes. Or, 
„ Secondly, If grown, and in ſome good de- 
pl gree hopeful; only he did not in life, or at. 
death, manifeſt and give evidence of e,, "of 
1. with. that clearneſa as you deſired. 
7 As to the caſe of infants in, general, it is 
6 none of our concern to judge their condition, 
„ aod as for thoſe that ſprang, from covenantetd 


0 parents it becomes us to exerciſe: charity to- 
„ VWards them: the ſeriptore ſpeaks very f 1 
aal * | +» 
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And as for the more ads whe hives 2 
ſeaped the pollutions of the world, and made 
conſcience of fin and duty, albeit they neyer 
manifeſted what you could deſire they had: 
yet in them, as in young Abjijah, ee may be 
found ſome good things toward the Lord, 
' which you never took notice of. Reverence | 
of your authority, baſhfulnefs, and ſhamefac- 
edneſs, reſervedneſs of diſpotition, and many 
other things may hide thoſe weak and fmall 
beginnings of grace that are in children, from 
the obſervations of the parents. God might 
TH ſee that in them that you never ſaw; he e. 
ſpiſeth not the day of ſmall things. 
However it may be, it is now out of your | 
Gad, your concernment rather is to imp 
the affliction to your own good, than judge 
and determine their Arrnner which/ Fe 
not to you but Bod, 5 
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Ob 1 FP FURY * this: dense we 

ow God hath puniſhed my fin in deſolving | 

O O faith one, My heart was ſet too much upon. 
Zit, Leven idolized it, that was my fin: and 

* faith. another, I wanted due affections, and 
did not love my relation, at leaſt not fo ſpiri- 

tvally as l ought, that was my fin. Now Go 

is viſiting me for all the neglects and defects | 

that have: been in me towards oy or + P 
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not to fail and come ſhort in . der- 
taining.to his relative duties. And to ſpea 

the thing is, the corruptions of the holieſt per- 
ſons are as much diſcoyergd in this, as in any. 


mon thing for conſcience, not only te charge 
their failures upon us, but to aggravate. them to 


the utmoſt, when God hath made the ſepara-. 
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tion, So that this is no more than what is uſua 
and very common. with perſons in your. caſe. 1 
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Admit that whigh t 
that God had afflicted you for your ſins, and 
removed that comfort from you,. which you 
| 1dolized, and too much dored on; yet. there is 
no reaſon you ſhould! be ſo caſt down under 
your affliction; for all this may be, and pro- 
bably is the fruit of his loye to, and care of 
your ſouls, Rey, iii, 19. He tells the afflicted 
for their comfort, Whom I love, L rebuke 
and chaſten. How much better is it to have 
an idolized enjoyment taken from you in mercy, 
than if God ſhould ſay concerning you-As he 
did of Ephraim, Hoſ. iv. 17. He is joined to 
idols, let him alone??? mm” 


reckons with you for your follies with the r 
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O it is better for you that your Len en 4M 
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other thing whatſoever ; and it is a very com- 


in 17 ꝗ 8 hand, Nen to 1 5 as de $1464 of Fn, 
let them go on, E will not hinder them in, or 
rebuke them fog their ſiaful courſes ;. but wilt 
| reckon with them oy alt ren in tells as 
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And as to what you now chars upon your- 
fel, that the neglect of duty did ſpring from 
the want of love to your relations: Your ſor- 
row at parting may evidence that your rela- 

tion was rooted deep. in your affection: Bt 
if your love was not ſo ſpiritual and pure, to 

| love and enjoy them in! God; that was un- 
doubtedly your ſin, and is the ſia of moſt 
Chriſtians; br which both you, and al 2121 
9 5 1 to be hutable. 1 IOT: A er 
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60 hath bleſſed me wick an ene nt 
_ outward comforts in the world, which I recks 
oned to have left ro my poſterity : And now 
I bave none to leave it with, nor have 1 any 
comfort to think of it; the purpoſes of my 
heart are broken off, and the comfort of all 
my other enjoy ments [blaſted by this ſtroke in 
an hour. How are the m_ ad cares of 


Ty Farms periſhed.” e e EY 
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hath many children 


beſtowed upon you, and your charity to hem 
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ANSWER 


How. many are there in the world, tf = 
our own acquaintance, hem G O 8 hat n 
either denied, or deprived both of the com- — 
forts ef children and of eſtates too? If be 9 
have left you thoſe outward comforts, ou i 
ought to acknowledge his goodneſs thercid, j 


and not to flight theſe, torch 12 __ 4 j _ 
. you of bevy ys i i, 
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Though 3 your "chil a be gon , Yer. cop. 
world, whoſe 
bowels you may refreſh. re what, he hath. 


will doubtleſs turn to a more comfortable ac- 
count, than if you {36 a reren _—_ to. 
your own poſterity.'+ | 

Surely we are not ſent | into this aol: to 
heap up our great eftates ſor our children 
and if you have been too eager in this . 
you may now read God's juſt rebuke of your: 
folly. Bleſs God, you have yet an opportu- 
nity to ſerve him eminently by your charity: 
and if God deny you other executors, let 


your own- hands be your executers, to da. ; 
bute to the, neceſſity of the ſaints ; that the 
— of them that are ready to periſh. may 


It, PLEA, 


%] FLEA, 


0 a the temembraee of its n a 
and pretty „Sch are a 0 "yy Hy $102 
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| Ker it mib int ay Oo 5 to Gch 
in praiſe, that gave you ſo deſirable a child, 
than fill your heart with diſcontent at his 


hand in remoying it. How many parents are 
there in the world whoſe children God hath- 


de geprived of reaſon and-underſtanding, ſo that 
they only differ from the beaſts in external 


Mage and figure? And how many ſhew be- 
times fo Perberſe a temper, that little comſort 


| <a be e from them? 
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| Theſe are wa Gali irc enn and 955 
vial things in themſelves: but by theſe little 
things Satan manages a great deſign againſt 
your. ſouls to de jet or exaſperate it. And 
ſurely this is not your buſineſs at this time,; 
you have greater things than the words and 
actions of children 49: mind: To ſearch out 
God's end in the affliction: To mortify the 
_ Corruption. it is ſent, do rebuke, to quiet your 
heart in the will of God: This is your wok. 
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Talib, Ie. is objeted... D but Goa hides 
his face from me in mine ailliction, it is dark 
within as well as without, and this makes my 
2 ar 4 n ee ad | 

T7 | 


| . 


os 4 N 85 v 0 E R. "1 


Tho, you want a preſent ſenfible comfort, 
yet you have reaſon to be thankful for graei- 
ous ſupports, Thongh the light of GOD's| 
countenance thing not upon you 2 yet you find 
the everlaſting arms are un h you: the 
care of God worketh ſor you, when the CY 
do es . are » drawn * * 


Fx 


To here God hide i win F * 
trouble is no new, or unuſual M GOD's - 
_ deareſt ſaints, yea, his own Son hath expe= _. 
Henced it: who in the depths of inward and 
outward . | 
felt not thoſe ſweet. —— — pw 
fort from God, which had always $24 
foul formerly ** CHRAST xy cry in ee, 
'< My GOD, my GOD, why haſt thou 
forſaken;me?” Then fare we need not won 


ww if ſome Rrange- ting had _— 
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ANSWER 


- May not . vnſobmiln ve carria 8 
the rod, provoke GOD to hide his face from 
you? Pray conſider it well, nothing is more 
probable than this, ta be the cauſe of 'GON's 
withdrawment from you. Could you in meek⸗ 
neſs and quietneſi receive that cup your Fa- 
ther hath given you to drink? Accept the 
puniſhment of your iniquities; ſay, Goo 
the word of the Lord, It is the Lord, let him 
do what he will. You would ſoon 'find the 
caſe altered with you; but the comforting Spi- 
rit finds no delight or reſt in en 
tumultuous breaſ. RATS I 
And chus I have ſatisfied che wal con- 
' derable pleas a in juſtification of. our en- 
| ceſſſes. N 755 c 
41. I come now to the laſt thing W 
namely, the means of curing and preventing 
8 their Anful exceſles of {ſorrow for the death of 
out dear relations. | W 


And although much hath been: ſag! lrea I; 

10 diffvade from this evil, and I have enlarg- 
ed already much beyond my ſirſt intention, 
yet 1 mall caſt in b help and aſſiſ- 
tance towards the healing of this diſtemper, 85 
e we e „ 
by nn 24 N 4 WF voor 5 1 | 
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A Fee would. L.not; Alen 5 
loſs of creature-comfarts,, then beware har” 
you. ſet. apt: Four: Sag > and love, exceſſively ' | 

inor upon. them n whilſt Jou. ee 1 


7-93 {B54 3 08 2 222 179 4; ty 
" Strong. .affectic 1 % 8 ſtrong aMiQio 8 
the higher the tide, the lower 4 ebb, Ace 
cording to the meaſure of our delight in be 
enjoyment, is our grief in - the loſ$ of theſe 
things. The Apodle Knits theſe two graces, 
temperance and er together in the re- 
cept, 2. Pet. i. 16. And it is very obſervahle, 15 
how 1 intemperanc nd impatience are inſep i- 
rably linked in experience, yea, the expe 
27 the beſt men. Tou read, Gen. XXNV Ile | * 
3. Ho Iſrael. loved Joſeph more than all 874 . 
children,, becauſe he was the. ſon of his 0 
age, and be x n 5. ag many o- 
lours. TER iin . * 

This was pv dasligg, Tuco heart. was: | 
exccedingly ſet upon him, his very life Was 
bound up in the life of the lad. Now, when 
the ſuppoſed death of his child was: * 
to ih how. did he carry it? See verſes ga, 
35. * Add Jacob rent his cloaths, and put ſacx -- 
cloth upon his loins, and mourned — his ſon” 
many days. And all. his ſons and all his daugh» 
ters roſe uꝑ to comfort him, bur-he.refuſed to 
e And .. 1 will 0 down. 


and ſuch or ſue 
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to the grave to my 1 mourning. Thus his Fax 
ther wept for him.” _ 

Here, as in a glaſt, are the effects of nl 
five love to a child reprefented. Here yon may 
ſee what work immoderate love will make, e- 
ver in & fanQified heart. 

O therefore let your moderation” be known 
to all men, in your delights and ſorrowꝭ about 


earthly things; for ordinatily the e eee 
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if you wot not be erbse with 
grief for the 16% of your relations, be enn 
25 careful in e Frese them 
Ls File you have them. i e 
"Thi teſtimony of your' conſeienee that yb 
have laboured in all things, to difcharge the 
duties you owe to relations, Whilſt they | 
ee you, will prove an excelient atfay 
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